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From the Principal... 
During	the	month	of	March,	the	school	held	two	

informational	meetings	for	the	families	of	the	school,	and	the	
community	members	that	support	the	school	so	well.	The	first	thing	
that	was	shared	is	that	Trinity	Catholic	School	has	NO	intention	of	
closing	anytime	soon.		Information	about	the	budget	was	shared,	
and	the	plans	on	how	to	keep	it	strong	and	viable.	If	at	any	time,	you	
would	like	a	one	to	one	session	with	me	to	discuss	what	was	shared	
at	these	meetings,	I	would	be	more	than	happy	to	have	that	
discussion	with	you.	Let	me	know!	

I	have	not	been	the	only	new	addition	to	the	school	this	year.	
Fr.	Aaron	has	also	been	a	new	addition,	so	a	new	learning	curve	for	
staff	and	students	has	been	with	us	this	whole	school	year.	In	
looking	at	ways	to	get	Fr.	Aaron	more	involved	with	the	school	next	
year,	he	has	enthusiastically	agreed	to	teach	Gr.	5/6	Religion	for	our	
students	next	year.	This	will	be	a	great	addition	to	our	school,	to	have	our	cluster	priest	share	his	
knowledge	of	the	Catholic	faith	with	our	older	students.	

It	is	also	exciting	for	me	to	announce	that	all	of	our	present	staff	is	planning	on	returning	for	this	
next	school	year.	It	is	great	for	the	school	to	have	consistency	with	the	teaching	staff,	and	the	support	
staff	that	works	with	them	daily.	We	are	anticipating	on	having	42	students	next	year,	which	is	similar	to	
the	number	of	students	we	have	presently.	

I	want	to	thank	all	of	our	alumni	and	supporters	for	keeping	Trinity	Catholic	a	viable	educational	
institution	for	our	students	and	families.	We	welcome	any	financial	contributions	so	that	we	can	keep	our	
school	the	treasure	that	it	is!	May	God	bless	you	for	all	that	you	do	for	Trinity	Catholic	School.	

Jerry	Brown,	Principal	
	

	

	

I  WOULD LIKE TO  READ MY 
NEWSLETTER  ONLINE! 

If you would rather receive 
your newsletter online, 
please email your name 

and request to: 
dbqe47sec@dbqarch.org.  
This will help to keep our 

costs down and save 
paper.  We mail the fall 

newsletter with the Annual 
Fund Drive information.	

Alumni	hosts	benefit	concert	for	TCS	
Protivin	welcomed	alumni	Julie	

Meirick	along	with	award	winning	
singers/songwriters	Jason	Sever	and	
Jonathan	Kingham	for	a	concert	that	
benefitted	Trinity	Catholic	School.		The	
community	center	was	packed	with	people	to	
listen	to	Julie	and	her	husband	sing	and	play	
guitar,	while	Sever,	has	worked	with	many	
country	music	super	stars,	and	Kingham	has	
won	awards	for	songs	from	folk	and	gospel	to	
rock,	sing,	play,	and	entertained	the	crowd.		
Some	of	our	students	even	got	to	sing	with	
Julie.			
	



Educational Improvements and Alumni Notes 
 

Thanks to your generous donations we were able to purchase ten new ipads, and two online 
educational programs.  ST Math is an online visual math program that students work at their own 

pace with their own username and password so that teachers can monitor their progress.  Mystery 
Science provides ready-made science mysteries for elementary school students.  Each lesson 

contains a central mystery, discussion questions, supplemental reading, and a hands-on activity.  We 
also purchased all weather rugs for in front of the two sets of lockers downstairs.  The music 
department also equipped the piano with a climate-controlled device to help keep it in tune. 

 

      
Sixth Grade students, Calen, Emma, and Brooklyn enjoy using the new iPads during different 
classes to make education more enjoyable. 
 

Alumni Notes. . .  
Madonna Pecinovsky Lasack  Rudolphinum ’68, Madonna lives in 
Martelle with her husband, Michael.  Madonna is a retired florist, 
cook, and one term mayor of Martelle.  Her husband was a bus 
driver for Windstar Lines.  Her best memory is the great teachers, 
especially Sister Linda – 8th Grade, Sister Clarice – Music, Fr. 
Lana, and Fr. Karnik.  The teachers left deposits of strength on 
my soul to draw from beyond the school doors.  We were taught 
how to think not what to think.  I’m so grateful for the truth 
expressed from them and their love toward the students.  The 
SRA reading program helped everyone improve.  We had the 
best lunches.  My Aunt Charlotte and Eleanor were great!  Who 
can forget the last high school play “Our Town”. 
Pat Novony Sir, Rudolphinum, ’68, She lives in Elma.  She is 
retired from nursing for one year after 48 years.  She was very 
proud to have been in the last graduating class of Rudolphinum. 
When she prepared a memory board for their reunion, there was 
so many great memories.  I have never envied people graduating 
from very large schools.  

WE NEED YOUR 
ALUMNI NOTES ... 

 
We have only a couple alumni 

notes left to use in our next issue 
of Journeys.  Please submit your 

information to: 
 

Trinity Catholic School 
Alumni Relations 

PO Box 246 
Protivin, Iowa 52163 

 
or: dbqe47sec@dbqarch.org 

Your updates and the memories 
of your Catholic school 

experience are 
important to us!!	

Save	the	Date	
TCS	Golf	Outing	
Friday,	July	12th	
at	Jackson	Heights	



Marilyn Huinker Kuennen lives in Fort Atkinson with her husband, Adrian.  She remembers Sister 
Dora and Agnes Dostal, good teachers she had in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades at Holy Trinity in 1957-60.  
She also remembers her First Holy Communion and Confirmation and how special those sacrament 
days were.  A few years later, Farther George Karnik, assistant pastor at Holy Trinity, was a CCD 
teacher whose classes were also instrumental in her faith formation. 
Marilyn Kuennen Nienhaus, St. Luke, ‘55, Marilyn lives in Ft. Atkinson with her husband Richard.  
They are both retired.  Marilyn considered her memories of catholic education ‘The Best.’ 
Eileen Kacher Bahlmann, Rudolphinum, ’59, Eileen lives in Frederika with her husband Kenny. Eileen 
was a daycare provider and part-time postal worker for 25 years.  Kenny is a retired mechanic.  
Eileen says her catholic education was the best and prepared her spiritually for her life ahead.  She 
lost her sister in 2013 and their 54 year old son to a heart attack.  They built a chapel in their back 
yard in memory of both and opened it up to everyone.  They call it the Memory Chapel.  They give 
away prayer shawls to anyone in need and money left there is donated to their church sponsored 
food pantry in New Hampton. You can visit anytime. 
 
 

                
 

 
 
Calling all alumni of Holy Trinity, Rudolphinum, St. John, Trinity, and St. Luke schools……  
We want to share your news in the next issue of Journeys.   
 
Year you graduated from our schools/last grade level completed there___________________________________ 
 
School Attended__________________________________Name_______________________________________ 
 
Maiden_________________________    Address____________________________________________________ 
 
City______________________________________  State____________________   Zip_____________________ 
 
Phone_______________________________  Email__________________________________________________ 
 
Employer___________________________________  Title____________________________________________ 
 
Spouse_______________________________________  Employer_____________________________________ 
 
Title_______________________________________ Notes/Memories of Catholic Education_________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Send to: Trinity Catholic School, PO Box 246, Protivin, IA  52163, Attn.: Alumni Relations or dbqe47sec@dbqarch.org 
 
 

It is God who arms me with strength, 
and makes my way perfect. 

Psalm 18:32 
	


