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     From the Principal’s Desk… 
Mr. Brown 

 
     It has been an interesting last couple 
of years here at Trinity Catholic School, 
just like other schools across the nation.  
From March 2020 until the end of May 
2020, we had been shut down because of 
COVID.  We were ill-prepared for this, 
as the shutdown came suddenly, to 
everyone’s surprise.  Students were not 
expected to participate in daily virtual 
instruction, but our teachers and parents 
did the best they could under the 
circumstances.  Parents were the real 
heroes here, as many had to come home 
from their personal job to assist their 
children with the assignments, which 
were sent to them that day by the 
teachers. 
 This experience did help prepare 
us for the 20-21 school year, nonetheless.  
Our board of education proposed we 
purchase enough computer devices so we 
could be a one-to-one school, which 
allowed every student to have their own 
school provided computer.  This gave us 
satisfaction in knowing that if we needed 
to shut down again, we would be 
prepared technology wise.  Our staff also 
learned about software platforms that 
would allow daily instruction to be sent 
to families with a clearer understanding 
of what was expected of them.   
 Because of the PPE precautions 
that were taken at the beginning of the 
20-21 school year, we did not need to 
close down and instruct via Zoom all 
school year.  We have stayed very 
healthy and needed to be closed only for 
2 snow days, and a furnace issue that 
closed us for 3 days here in March.  We 
are hopeful that next school year we can 
come to school without the masks and 

other precautions we put in place during 
this past school year. 
 We will have 10 students 
graduating this school year from Trinity, 
then heading off to Turkey Valley for 
their 7th Grade year.  At this time, we 
have 10 Kindergarten students that will 
be coming to our fine school next year.  
That is refreshing to know that we are 
replacing a large graduating group with 
the same numbers for next school year. 
 We are very blessed here at 
Trinity to have such a fine staff that 
works hard for our students on a daily 
basis, families that are involved with 
their children’s education, and a 
community that is always giving 
financially to support the future of our 
school.   The A Meirick Can Race 
Fundraiser, done last year over the July 
4th Holiday, exemplifies the support and 
love the community has for this school.  
Our existence would be impossible 
without this kind of support. 
 God Bless everyone as we 
continue to provide a solid Catholic 
education for our young students in the 
Christ Our Hope Cluster. 

 
Hello from the Kindergarten class! 

Mrs. Engelhardt 
 

     We are excited that Spring is 
officially here and are ready for it to 
warm up! 
     As the school year is ending, we 
continue to work hard and learn in our 
room. In math, we are adding and 
subtracting, learning about place value, 
time, and coins. In reading, we are 
continuing to learn to read by learning 
our sounds, sight words and decodable 
words. In writing, we are learning how 
to sound out words and sentences. In 



	

science, we are eagerly watching and 
waiting to see what will happen to our 
eggs in the incubator.  Special shout out 
to Carl Reicks and the Howard and 
Chickasaw Farm Bureau for their help 
with this project! In religion, we learned 
more about Jesus’ journey through Holy 
Week. We practiced reading the Stations 
of the Cross during Lent and learned a 
song about prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving.  We continue to learn, work 
and pray that we listen to God and Jesus 
every day!   
     We hope that you continue to keep us 
in your prayers as we come to the end of 
the school year! 

 
Notes from the Music Room 

Mrs. Jane Karels 
 
 Kindergarten, first grade and 2nd 
grade students continue to review and 
perform rhythms on a regular 
basis.  They studied instruments of the 
orchestra by exploring Carnival of the 
Animals, a musical joke by Saint 
Saens.  They have enjoyed playing 
instruments by adding them to stories, 
thus turning the reading experience into 
a sound story and improving their 
listening skills.  
 Third and fourth grade students 
are making great progress in learning to 
play their recorders.  They have learned 
to play several songs.  Recorder Karate 
is the program that Trinity uses to teach 
recorder.  Students are able to earn 
recorder “belts” when they successfully 
perform a song and complete the 
corresponding test. 
 Fifth and sixth grade students 
completed a guitar unit this 
winter.  They learned to play several 
basic chords as well as a guitar riff.  After 
completing the guitar unit, they moved 
on to Composer Search and 
Investigation, studying the lives of seven 
significant composers over the course of 

music history.  Currently they are 
exploring rhythms that contain 
sixteenth notes.   
 All students will be preparing for 
a Missoula Children’s Theater Company 
production titled The Emperor’s New 
Clothes.  

 
Math Facts 

Mrs. Jane Karels 
 

Students in second grade math 
have continued their mastery of numbers 
through 1,000 by learning to add and 
subtract two- and three-digit 
numbers.  This is more complicated than 
it sounds because students must be able 
to add and subtract using mental math, 
models, number lines, and compatible 
numbers.  They must be able to estimate 
an answer and check it.  This class also 
completed a unit on time and 
money.  They have learned to measure 
objects in inches, centimeters, feet, yards 
and meters.  Currently they are 
gathering information to learn how to 
display data in a line plot, bar graph, or 
pictograph. 

Fourth grade math students have 
extended their understanding of number 
operations by learning to add, subtract, 
and multiply fractions.  They have 
learned how fractions and decimals are 
related and how to compare them. They 
have learned how to convert improper 
fractions to mixed numbers.  They have 
constructed line plots and used this 
information to solve 
problems.  Currently they are learning 
about units of measurement and how to 
convert from one unit to another. 

Students in sixth grade math 
have worked with a variety of topics this 
semester:  Ratios; Rates; Metric Units; 
Percents, Decimals and Fraction and 
Dividing Fractions by Fractions.  They 
will soon be starting a geometry project 
by constructing various 3-D figures and 



	

calculating the surface area and 
volume.  They will finish the year by 
examining statistical data. 
 

Spring Happening’s in the 5th and 
6th Grade Classroom 

Ms. Brincks 
 
Spring is here, and we are all getting 
excited to take off the winter jackets and 
run in the sun! 
The fifth and sixth-grade students have 
been very busy with many fun and 
exciting activities. 
In Reading, Mrs. Stika and I split the 
students into two groups. We are 
currently reading books with a survival 
theme. Mrs. Stika’s group is 
reading Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, and 
my group is reading Never Say Die by 
Will Hobbs. We are only a couple of days 
in, but the students are getting into the 
books and making lots of predictions 
about what will happen to our main 
characters. 
In Math, the fifth-grade students are 
entering the fun and exciting world of 
dividing fractions. The fun is just 
beginning, and the students couldn’t be 
more excited. 
Once again, this year, we diligently 
prepared for The Passion Play. With the 
furnace going out and having to go 
virtual for the three days before Easter 
break, we had a little wrench thrown into 
our plans. Thankfully we were able to 
reschedule the performance. The 
students put a lot of time and effort into 
practicing for the play and were happy to 
present it to their family and friends on 
April 9th. 
As we all pray for the sun to shine and 
flowers to bloom, we would like to send 
you WARM spring blessings. 

 
 
 

Full Steam ahead in First and Second 
Grade 

Mrs. Riehle 
 

As we are chugging along 
towards our end of the year goals, I am 
excited when I think about how far we 
have come since the beginning of the 
year. This school year has had its ups and 
downs as guidelines were constantly 
changing. We all did our best and are 
super excited that we were able to be at 
school in person!!!  

The first and second grader’s 
reading skills have grown by leaps and 
bounds. In the classroom we are working 
on comprehension and finding evidence 
to support our answer in the story. For 
first grade math we are working on 
adding fluently and adding two-digit 
numbers. We will soon be working on 
measurement and time. Economics and 
learning about needs, wants, goods, and 
services is how we are using our social 
studies time. (Just so you know parents, 
they do know the difference between a 
need and a want, even though they might 
say “I need that.”)  

As the end of the school year 
springs closer, we would like to thank all 
of the supporters of Trinity Catholic 
School. Thank you for your time, your 
help, and your prayers. We love the 
family atmosphere we have here at 
Trinity. Happy Spring! 

 
What Are We Doing in PE? 

Mr. Brown 
	

The most common question I get 
asked every day by the students, is the 
above stated title.  I wonder if they are 
wondering if the activity is going to be 
fun, or am I going to make them sweat a 
little during this time?!?!  I am always 
hoping it is a combination of fun mixed 
in with getting cardiovascular, 
strengthening, and agility type of skills 



	

worked in every day.  Most times I will 
pick the activity for the day / week, but 
there are times the kids get to choose the 
activity. 
 As Trinity’s principal, I have also 
taken on the role as PE Teacher for the 
second year in a row.  It gives the kids a 
chance to see me in a different role as the 
principal, which I believe is a good thing.  
It is fun for me also to see each of our 45 
students at least 2 times a week in an 
instructional setting.  It’s gone well, 
except for the injury I endured the day 
prior to Christmas Break this past winter.  
It’s time for me to realize I can’t keep up 
with the students like I use to.  Maybe 
this is a good self-concept thing for the 
students, to see they can out do their PE 
Teacher!! 
 It is a blessing here at Trinity 
that all of our specials are covered by a 
licensed teacher (Music, Art, PE).  This 
doesn’t happen at all Catholic schools.  
Because of this, we are able to give our 
students a positive experience in all of 
the “specials” curricular areas.    
 Here’s to healthy living…….. in 
mind, body, and spirit!! 

 
Spring has sprung in the art room! 

Mrs. Singewald 
 

The art room has been busy with 
exciting projects that the students didn’t 
have a chance to do last year, including 
clay!  The Kindergarteners learned 
about texture and made some cute little 
turtles. They loved stepping on the ball 
of clay to squish it down and discovered 
it makes a texture with the bottom of 
their shoes! 1st and 2nd grade students 
learned how to create a pinch pot from a 
ball of clay.  They turned them into 
cupcakes!  The best part was decorating 
them with “sprinkles” and a cherry on 
top. 3rd and 4th graders tested their 
skills with a coil pot.  Rolling the clay 
into “snakes” and then attaching them 

together to make interesting 
designs.  Each one is unique!  The 5th 
and 6th graders were super excited to 
create some plaster masks, using their 
own faces as a mold!  A trusted partner 
made the mask as they laid on the floor 
and experienced what it was like to be a 
“mummy”.  Now they are in the middle 
of designing their masks with lots of 
creativity!  Nice weather will bring some 
outside art activities for the end of the 
school year.  Happy Spring! 

 
Greetings from the 3 and 4th grade 

class. 
Mrs. Pecinovsky 

 
We have been quite busy the last 

few months.  We thank God every day 
that we were able to get the whole school 
year in this year.  In Religion we just got 
done learning about Holy Week and 
Easter.  Next we are going to be learning 
about the Holy Spirit and being a person 
of God.   
 In Language and Reading we 
have been focusing on our novel reading 
and strengthening our reading skills as 
we read in small groups.  The kids really 
enjoy our novel and can’t wait to start a 
new one each time. We are also writing 
our opinion paper and how to articles.  
 We just finished learning about 
the human body in Science.  Students 
learned all about the body systems and 
how your body moves and operates. We 
are now moving on to force, motion, and 
electricity.  
 We continue to learn all about 
U.S. history in Social Studies.  The 
students are very interested in how the 
United States got started and continued 
to grow.   
 We wish you all a happy, health 
and safe summer!   
  


