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     From the Principal’s Desk… 
Mr. Brown 

 
     As I write this spring edition of 
“Trinity In Touch”, we sit in the middle 
of Holy Week.  A very special time to 
reflect about who we are, and what our 
mission is here as a Catholic school.  As 
we inch ever-closer to May, it is also a 
time to look back at the year………. 
     We started the year with 45 students, 
and will end the year with the same.  
Not all of the schools I have worked at 
had the luxury to say that at the end of 
the year.  What a blessing it is to have 
all of our students have the stability in 
their lives of being able to stay the 
whole year at their respective school.  
We will lose six Grade 6 students to 
graduation from Trinity, and are 
expecting five new kindergarten 
students for the 19-20 school year.  
Stability with student numbers, and a 
full returning staff is also a plus. 
     During the month of March, the 
school held two informational meetings 
for the families of the school, and the 
community members that support the 
school so well.  The first thing that was 
shared is that Trinity Catholic School is 
not closing anytime soon.  Information 
about the budget was shared, and the 
plans on how to keep it strong and 
viable.  
     In looking at ways to get Fr. Aaron 
more involved with the school next year, 
he has enthusiastically agreed to teach 
Gr. 5/6 Religion for our students next 
year!  This will be a great addition to 
our school, to be able to have our 
cluster priest share his knowledge of the 
Catholic faith with our older students. 
     I want to thank all of our families 
and community members of all six 

parishes for what they do for the 
students here at Trinity Catholic.  I 
quickly realized back in August that this 
school stays open because of the 
tremendous effort displayed throughout 
the school year.  It is never more 
evident that the old saying “It takes a 
Village” rings true for what makes 
things work so well here at Trinity 
Catholic! 

Hello from the TK & Kindergarten 
class! 

Mrs. Engelhardt 
 

     We are excited that Spring is 
officially here and are ready for it to 
warm up! 
     As the school year is ending, we 
continue to work hard and learn in our 
room. In math, we are adding and 
subtracting, learning about place value, 
time, and coins. In reading, we are 
continuing to learn to read by learning 
our sounds, sight words and decodable 
words. In writing, we are learning how 
to sound out to write words and 
sentences. In science, we just finished 
learning about plants and animals and 
did an experiment to see if plants need 
sunlight to grow. It was interesting to 
observe our plants as we watered them 
daily.  We will be starting a unit on My 
Healthy Plate soon. In religion, we 
learned more about Jesus’ journey 
through Holy Week. We practiced 
reading the Stations of the Cross during 
Lent and learned a song about prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. We continue to 
learn, work and pray that we listen to 
God and Jesus every day!  
     We hope that you continue to keep 
us in your prayers as we come to the 
end of the school year.  
 



	

Notes From the Music Room 
Mrs. Karels 

 
Kindergarten students have been 
participating in a variety of musical 
activities.  They have been keeping a steady 
beat on rhythm sticks, boomwackers, and 
xylophones.  To learn to sing alone and 
with others, they have played a number of 
musical games. They have practiced their 
listening skills by performing sound 
stories.  They are able to compose simple 
rhythms and perform these rhythms on 
instruments.  Their current unit is “Jump 
Frog, Jump”.  There singing, composing, 
listening, and performing activities are all 
related to this topic. 
    The first and second grade students have 
spent time this winter learning to identify 
treble clef pitches.  They have worked hard 
to learn to play rhythms that contain 
quarter notes, eighth notes, half notes, 
whole notes, and quarter rests.  This class 
also spent some time this winter learning 
about instruments of the orchestra. 
Currently they are excitedly practicing for 
the spring concert. 
    Third and fourth grade students have 
made progress on their recorders.  They 
can easily play songs that contain a variety 
of rhythms and pitches.  They have had fun 
learning their spring concert songs.  They 
completed a short ukulele unit during the 
winter. 
    Fifth and sixth grade students also 
completed a short ukulele unit.  Then they 
went on to play djembes, which were 
borrowed, from AEA 1. These instruments 
were used to study complex rhythms.  Next 
they completed a 6/8 Meter Unit. They 
have sung songs, performed instrumental 
pieces, completed activities, and created 
compositions all in 6/8 meter. Currently 
they are preparing for the spring concert. 
    In addition to the many class activities, 
second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grade 
students have had the opportunity to 
participate in “Performer Day” when they 
can perform a practiced piece for their 
class.  This day is usually coupled with a 
composer study.  The composers studied 

this winter include Ives, Handel, and 
Dvorak. 
    Third through sixth grades attended a 
concert by the Waterloo-Cedar Fall 
Symphony at the Gallagher Bluedorn 
Performing Arts Center on March 26.  This 
concert featured the music of Antonin 
Dvorak.  Students were excited to learn of 
his connection to our area of Iowa. 
    On May 8th at 7:00 p.m. all Trinity 
students will be performing their spring 
concert entitled Stories at Holy Trinity 
Church in Protivin.  You are invited to 
attend their performance. 

 
3rd and 4th Grade Classroom 

Mrs. Pecinovsky 
 

We have been staying very busy 
this spring, after a very long winter!! The 
students are all ready for some nice weather. 
In Reading and Language we continue to 
learn new strategies and techniques to 
make us great readers. We have a few 
writing projects going on as well. 

In Science we are learning about 
different animals and their habitats. Our 
focus is on animal adaptations. We have had 
Mrs. Lilly from the nature center come in 
and talk about different animals in our area 
and their adaptations in our environment. 
Students are currently researching an 
animal and writing a report on their 
animal’s adaptations. They will also be 
making a poster for their presentations to 
the class. 

In Social Studies we are learning 
about the Revolutionary War and how 
America started. We will finish out the year 
learning about Westward Expansion. 
Students will also be taking their US Map 
test. If they get all 50 states correct they 
get to throw water balloons at Mrs. 
Pecinovsky at the end of the year!! 

In Religion we have been focusing 
on Lent and Holy Week. The kids made an 
amazing flipbook that explains each day of 
Holy Week. We continue working on our 
prayers and discovering what they mean. 

We wish everyone a fun filled and 
safe summer!! 

 



	

Math Facts 
By Mrs. Jane Karels 

 
Students in second grade math have 

continued their mastery of numbers 
through 1,000 by learning to add and 
subtract two and three digit numbers.  This 
is more complicated than it sounds because 
students must be able to add and subtract 
using mental math, models, number lines, 
and compatible numbers.  They must be 
able to estimate an answer and check it.  
This class also completed a unit on time 
and money.  They have learned to measure 
objects in inches, centimeters, feet, yards 
and meters.  Currently they are gathering 
information to learn how to display data in 
a line plot, bar graph, or pictograph. 

Fourth grade math students have 
extended their understanding of number 
operations by learning to add, subtract, and 
multiply fractions.  They have learned how 
fractions and decimals are related and how 
to compare them. They have learned how to 
convert improper fractions to mixed 
numbers.  They have constructed line plots 
and used this information to solve 
problems.  Currently they are learning 
about units of measurement and how to 
convert from one unit to another. 

Students in sixth grade math have 
worked with a variety of topics this 
semester:  Ratios; Rates; Metric Units;  
Percents, Decimals and Fractions; Dividing 
Fractions by Fractions; Area Problems; and 
Solving Surface Area & Volume 
Problems.  They have completed a 
geometry project by constructing various 
3-D figures and calculating the surface area 
and volume.  They will finish the year by 
examining statistical data. 

 
 

Greetings from Physical Education Class 
Mrs. Deb Larson 

 
     In Physical Education class we have 
been using skills we know to try new 
activities.  We had a rhythms unit where we 
did jump rope activities, some with the 
short rope and some with stretch bands. 
The school went bowling one day, and 
sledding on the big snow hills one day. 
     The highlight of the year was when the 
3rd through 6th grade was able to try cross-
country skiing.  It was a cold windy day 
when we could get the skis but the class did 
not complain.  They had a great time and 
would like to try it again. The TK through 
2nd grade got a chance to try snow shoeing 
on a nicer day but there was very little 
snow at the time.  I hope next year both 
activities could be expanded to a couple of 
days. 
     I’ve enjoyed working with students at 
Trinity this year, but it is time for me to say 
goodbye.  I plan to spend time watching my 
grandchildren as they enter high school and 
be able to follow their activities. 
 

Springing into First and Second Grade 
Mrs. Riehle 

 
    As I watch the first and second graders 
walk, hop, jump, run or skip through the 
hallway I think about how far we have come 
since the beginning of the year.  The first 
and second grader’s reading skills have 
grown by leaps and bounds.  In the 
classroom we are working on 
comprehension and vocabulary words as we 
enjoy reading about two good friends, 
Henry and his BIG dog Mudge.  During 
our PALS reading time we are using 
repetition to learn and review sounds and 
sight words.  We then take those same 
words and sounds and read them in a short 
story.  For PALS we work with a partner 
and help each other grow as readers.   
    For first grade math the students are 
working with measurement and time.  The 
students compared objects and even put 
plastic worms in order from shortest to 
longest.  While measuring the students 
used different tools like cubes, paper clips, 

Save	the	Date	
TCS	Golf	Outing	
Friday,	July	12th	
at	Jackson	Heights	

More	Information	to	follow	



	

and string.  Time to the hour came easily, 
but the students have had to work a little 
harder to understand time to the half hour. 

As the end of the school year 
springs closer we would like to thank all of 
the supporters of Trinity Catholic 
School.  Thank for your time, your help, 
and your prayers.  We love the family 
atmosphere we have here at Trinity.  Happy 
Spring! 
  

Spring has sprung in the art room! 
Mrs. Singewald 

     TK and Kindergarteners have been busy 
creating a collaborative springtime tree that 
is hanging in the hall outside their 
room.  They started with a nest made from 
half of a paper plate and baby birds made 
from a tracing of their hands.  They had so 
much fun adding details to the birds with 
googly eyes, feathers, and yarn 
“worms”.  The nests are at home on a big 
tree that everyone helped paint.  We added 
some butterflies made from coffee filters 
and are now making some mosaic flowers to 
“plant” at the bottom of the tree! We love 
digging in the scrap paper box to find the 
colors we want!  
     1st and 2nd graders enjoyed a “two-line 
drawing challenge”.  They were given a 
paper with two lines drawn in pen and they 
had 15 minutes of just pencil drawing time 
to make those two lines in to an interesting 
drawing.  After the 15 minutes, they could 
add color!  They learned that it is good to 
take some time to add details to a drawing. 
One thing that they observed was that 
everyone had different ideas and that it was 
hard to see where the original lines were! 
Now we are starting on a 3D painting - 
starting with a small Model Magic 
Sculpture that will be glued to a 
painting.  Everyone is coming up with some 
awesome ideas!  
     3rd and 4th grade looked at and 
discussed the artwork of Georgia 
O’Keeffe.  She is famous for her large close-
up paintings of flowers.  The students then 
chose a flower to draw and are now 
learning about using value with watercolor 
paints to make their flowers look more 
realistic.  

     5th and 6th grade have been tackling a 
self-portrait project.  6th grades’ will be on 
display come graduation.  We took a break 
from them to make a recreation of the 
famous rose windows of Notre Dame with 
black cut out paper and colored tissue 
paper.  We watched some news videos 
about the fire, learned that the rose 
windows survived, and went on a virtual 
tour of the cathedral to see what it looked 
like before the fire.  We also learned about 
the symbolism in the windows. 
Spring Happening’s in the 5th and 6th - 

Grade Classroom 
~ Ms. Brincks 

     Spring is here, and we are all getting 
excited to take off the winter jackets and 
run in the sun! The fifth and sixth-grade 
students have been very busy with many 
fun and exciting activities. 
     The fifth – grade students are currently 
reading a novel by Stephen and Lucy 
Hawking called George’s Secret Key to the 
Universe. To go along with the fifth - grade 
novel the students researched and wrote a 
paper on one of the 88 constellations in our 
solar system. They then created a model of 
their constellation. The sixth – grade 
students just finished reading Journey to 
the Center of the Earth. As a bonus, the 
students watched the 1959 version of the 
movie and are currently working on a 
compare and contrast paper. They were 
astonished at how different the book and 
movie actual were. 
     In Math, the fifth-grade students, are 
entering the fun and exciting world of 
fractions. We just finished learning how to 
multiply fractions. Our next step will be 
learning how to divide fractions. The fun is 
just beginning, and the students couldn’t be 
more excited. 
     Once again, this year, we diligently 
prepared for The Passion Play. The 
students presented this April 18 th , before 
going on Easter break. 
     Please keep the second-grade class in 
your prayers as they prepare for their First 
Holy Communion on May 5th. 
     As we all pray for the sun to shine and 
flowers to bloom, we would like to send you 
WARM spring blessings. 


