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 From the Principal’s Desk… 
Mr. Zajicek 

 
Isn’t spring in Iowa great? As I 

look out my window there is more snow 
in the cemetery than there was in 
December! Nonetheless it’s spring and a 
busy fast-paced time of the year is upon 
us.  

The 2nd graders made their First 
Communion on Saturday, April 14th. 
Their next big event will be May 
Crowning that will be Thursday, May 
3rd.  All the students are excited about 
preparing for the Missoula production, 
which will be Friday, May 11th. The 
featured performance will be “Jack and 
the Beanstalk.” The following Friday 
the Grade 4 – 6 students will be going 
to Des Moines and the K – 3 students 
will go to the Osborne Nature Center. 
That same week we will add part of our 
Catholic Schools Week activities by 
celebrating Hawaiian Days.  

Trinity students continue to do 
well on their Iowa Assessments. 
Students in grades one through six took 
these tests. However, only Grades 3 – 6 
are assessed for public usage. 87% of the 
students are proficient/advanced in 
reading, 87% are proficient/advanced in 
math and 96% are proficient/advanced 
in science. These results are factored 
into professional development goals, 
school improvement goals and student 
achievement. Teachers continually 
strive to challenge the students and 
prepare them for the next step in their 
future. The staff is proud of the student 
achievements and I’m sure parents feel 
the same.  

Trinity Catholic is in the process 
of adding Transitional Kindergarten 
next school year. This program 

provides students with a strong 
educational foundation by giving 
children a stimulating environment that 
fosters physical, social-emotional and 
intellectual development. It allows 
students more time to be ready for the 
vigor and academic pace of kindergarten.  

As in the past, I want to thank 
all of you for your support of Trinity 
through the various ways you help to 
make the school a viable institution in 
educating the leaders and citizens of the 
future! May God bless you for your 
generosity and commitment to the 
students who attend Trinity Catholic 
and the staff that guides them.  
 
Hello from the Kindergarten class! 

Mrs. Engelhardt 
 

We are excited that Spring is 
officially here, but we are hoping for it 
to warm up! 

As the school year is ending, we 
have been busy in our room. In math, 
we are adding and subtracting, learning 
about place value, time, and coins to 
name a few things.  In reading, we are 
continuing to learn to read with our 
Superkids program. We learn more and 
more memory words with every unit. 
We really enjoy the adventures of the 
Superkids! In writing, we are learning 
how to sound out and write sentences. 
In science, we will be focusing on plants 
and animals.  We will also be 
completing a unit on My Healthy Plate.  
In religion, we continue to learn, work 
and pray that we listen to God and 
Jesus every day! 
We hope that you continue to keep us in 
your prayers as we come to the end of 
the school year. 

 



	

Welcome Spring (kind of) from the 5th 
and 6th grade class! 

Mrs. Pecinovsky 
We are all very eagerly awaiting 

some nice weather.  
Even with the delay of spring we 

have been very busy in our classroom.  In 
Religion class we were very fortunate that 
Mrs. Kay Shindelar came into our class and 
taught us how to sign In Christ Alone.  We 
have been busy practicing and plan to 
perform this at a school Mass in the near 
future.   
In Science we are studying about the Moon 
and Stars.  How do they affect the Earth 
and how we can use them to measure time 
and seasons?  We have been making several 
models to help us better understand the 
vast scope of space.   

In Reading and Language we are in 
the middle of our novel called Georges 
Secret Key to the Universe, which is a Sci-
Fi book based on space travel.  The kids are 
really enjoying it.   

In Social Studies we are learning 
about the Declaration of Independence and 
the first forms of government in the United 
States.  We continue to do weekly current 
events, which the students really enjoy.  
We will soon dive into Iowa History to 
prepare for our Des Moines trip.  We will 
be visiting the Iowa Capitol and Living 
History Farms.   

We are also looking forward to our 
Missoula performance in May.  We will be 
performing Jack and the Bean Stalk.  Make 
sure to come and watch on May 11th, you 
will not be disappointed.  

 
Math Moments 

By Mrs. Jane Karels 
Students in second grade math have 

continued their mastery of numbers 
through 1,000 by learning to add and 
subtract two and three digit numbers.  This 
is more complicated than it sounds because 
students must be able to add and subtract 
using mental math, models, number lines, 
and compatible numbers.  They must be 
able to estimate an answer and check it.  
This class also completed a unit on time 
and money. 

Fourth grade math students have 
extended their understanding of number 
operations by learning to add, subtract, and 
multiply fractions.  They have learned how 
fractions and decimals are related and how 
to compare them. They have learned how to 
convert improper fractions to mixed 
numbers.  They will finish out the year by 
constructing line plots and using this 
information to solve problems. 

Students in sixth grade math have 
worked with a variety of topics this 
semester:  Ratios; Rates; Metric Units; 
Percents, Decimals and Fractions; Dividing 
Fractions by Fractions; Area Problems; and 
Solving Surface Area & Volume Problems.  

 
Physical Education- Warmer Weather Is 

A Coming 
Mr. Hackman 

Since I arrived here in January I 
have had the students working on their loco 
motor skills and movements. The students 
have been learning how to hop on one foot, 
leap from one foot to the other, jump on 
two feet, skip, gallop, and slide. While they 
are having a blast learning and doing these 
movements they are also getting great 
exercise and building stamina! The students 
have also been working on teamwork. The 
K-2nd grade students have been playing a 
game called hula-hut throw down. When 
playing this game, there are a variety of 
different tasks to complete and positions to 
play, but the game cannot be completed 
without using positive teamwork and good 
communication skills. The 3rd-6th grade 
students have been using teamwork as well, 
but in the form of relays and other team 
games such as steal the bacon or pin-ball. 
All these activities keep the students 
moving and active, while building up their 
social skills and ability to work as a team. 

All the students, grades K-6th, 
recently took part in the Jump Rope for 
Heart fundraiser. The students raised a 
total of $1,857.25! By raising this amount of 
money, the students will save 
approximately 37 lives and they have 
received some new physical education 
equipment as well. During the event, many 



	

students learned how to jump rope and took 
part in many different jumping activities. 

With the warmer weather hopefully 
coming soon, we will look to be outside for 
the remainder of the school year. When we 
get out there, the older grades will begin a 
football unit to better understand the game, 
while the younger grades will work on 
tagging while incorporating the loco motor 
movements they have previously learned.  

The parachute unit just finished up 
and was a fan favorite! Students in grades 
K-6th enjoyed this unit and may get to use 
the parachute in the future on a choice day 
or as a treat for good behavior. The 
scooters are being used during our current 
unit as the K-2nd grade students began 
learning how to use them just the other 
week. This will help the students to better 
understand different types of movement 
and to build some muscles they didn’t even 
know they had. 

The overall goal for this year is to 
work on using good teamwork, using good 
sportsmanship, and learn new and fun ways 
to be and stay physically active! 

 
 

Notes From the Music Room 
Mrs. Karels 

Kindergarten and first grade 
students have been participating in a 
variety of musical activities.  They have 
been keeping a steady beat on rhythm 
sticks, boomwackers, and xylophones.  To 
learn to sing alone and with others, they 
have played a number of musical games. 
They have practiced their listening skills by 
performing sound stories.  They are able to 
compose simple rhythms and perform these 
rhythms on instruments.  Their current 
unit is “Jump Frog, Jump”.  There singing, 
composing, listening, and performing 
activities are all related to this topic. 
    The first and second grade students have 
spent time this winter learning to identify 
treble clef pitches.  After they have 
identified the pitches in a song, they have 
performed the song on classroom 
instruments. This class also spent some 
time this winter learning about instruments 
of the orchestra. 

    Third and fourth grade students also 
completed an Instruments of the Orchestra 
unit this winter. As part of this unit fifth 
grade band students demonstrated their 
instruments for the class. Currently this 
class is having fun learning folk songs and 
their accompanying dances.  
    Fifth and sixth grade students mastered 
simple guitar chords during their guitar 
unit in January.  They went on to compose 
a rondo using garageband technology in 
February.  Currently they are studying 
syncopated rhythms and rhythms 
containing sixteenth notes.  They perform 
these rhythms on a variety of classroom 
instruments including xylophones, bucket 
drums, and hand drums. 
    In addition to the many class activities, 
second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth grade 
students have had the opportunity to 
participate in “Performer Day” when they 
can perform a practiced piece for their 
class.  This day is usually coupled with a 
composer study.  The composers studied 
this winter include Mozart, Beethoven, and 
Joplin. 
    The week of May 7 - 11 all Trinity 
students will be participating in a residency 
with Missoula Children’s Theatre 
Company.  You are invited to attend their 
performance of Jack and the Beanstalk on 
Friday, May 11th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

3rd and 4th Grade News 
Mrs. Riehle 

 Science time in our classroom has 
been filled with water and weather.  The 
students have been learning about weather, 
climate, and the water cycle.  They have 
been looking at cloud clues and working to 
predict the weather.  The students will soon 
be working as engineers to make a house 
that is able to withstand a windstorm. 

During social studies class the 
students have been focusing on “Why do 
people move?”  The students have been 
filling a trunk with symbols of all the 
reasons people throughout history have 
moved to new places.   

Daily 5 is one of the students’ 
favorite parts of the day.  The students have 
been reading about cities and extreme 



	

places to live.  They have been comparing 
and contrasting these different places.  The 
students will be using their opinions about 
these places in their writing.  Using details 
and examples the students will back up 
their beliefs and preferences.  

I am always amazed by how fast the 
school year goes by and by how much the 
students grow.  The third and fourth 
graders are doing an excellent job of 
becoming life long learners.  Thank you to 
all the individuals who support Trinity 
Catholic School and are giving the students 
the chance to grow in faith, knowledge, and 
service.	

 
Hello from the Art Room! 

Mrs. Singewald 
It has been cold and snowy outside 

and the art room wants some warm 
springtime fun!  Kindergarten learned to 
weave with paper and made a basket full of 
hand painted flowers and bugs. Next they 
will be learning about symmetry as they 
create some big butterflies! 1st and 2nd 
grades will be learning about collage as 
they “grow” some flowers from old CDs and 
paper scraps.  

A favorite project of all students is 
clay.  I always look forward to letting 
students get their hands dirty and create a 
unique clay masterpiece! Kindergarten 
made cupcakes complete with a cherry on 
top.   1st and 2nd graders made a pinch pot 
“troll bowl” with a silly face and grass seeds 
planted in the bowl to make some hair! 
They crack me up!! 3rd and 4th grade did 
an AMAZING job making their colorful 
coil bowls.  5th and 6th grade also created 
bowls using a paper bowl as a mold, small 
coils and lots of creativity!  

Our annual “Best of the Best” Art 
show will highlight these and more artwork 
created by the Trinity artists as well as 
work created in the classroom.  One 
collaborative artwork we have been 
working on is a large sculpture projects 
based on a carnival/fair.  Each class has 
made a ride, including a ferris wheel, 
carousel, roller coasters, and hot air 
balloons! We looked at the contemporary 

artist Nathalie Miebach as 
inspiration.  Please come to the show to 
check it out!!  Think Spring!!!! 

Spring Happening’s In Ms. Brincks’ 
Classroom 

~ Ms. Brincks 
Spring is here (kind of), and we are 

all getting excited to take off the winter 
jackets and run in the sun!  The first and 
second-grade students have been very busy 
with many fun and exciting activities. 

In Math, the first-grade students, 
are entering the fun and exciting world of 
measurement. We just finished learning 
how to add and subtract tens.  They also 
learned how to use 100’s charts, open 
number lines, and mental math to solve 
basic addition and subtraction facts up to 99. 

In Science, the first and second-
grade students are enjoying our new online 
Science adventure called Mystery Science. 
Students are exposed to a question and then 
through videos and reading gather the 
information they need to answer that 
question and more. After they have 
collected their data, they complete an 
experiment to test their findings. 

After much preparation and 
anticipation, the second-grade students 
received their First Holy Communion on 
Saturday. They would like to thank 
everyone that prayed for them as they 
readied their minds and hearts to receive 
the body and blood of Jesus. Please continue 
to pray for these students as they grow in 
their faith! 

As we all pray for the sun to shine 
and flowers to bloom, we would like to send 
you WARM spring blessings. 
 

Missoula	–	Jack	and	the	Beanstalk	
Friday,	May	11th	

7:00	PM	Turkey	Valley	Multi	


