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 From the Principal’s Desk… 
Mr. Zajicek 

Next week the Church will 
celebrate Holy Week and that will be 
followed by the Easter season. For some 
reason when Easter is in April the end 
of the school year is rapidly approaching. 
This is certainly a busy time for the 
students at Trinity. Students in Grades 
3 – 6 will begin Holy Week by having a 
retreat. The 2nd graders are preparing 
for First Communion, and K – 2 
students are excited about May 
crowning. Mrs. Karels is busy preparing 
for the Spring program and there is a 
slate of informative and educational field 
trips on the agenda.  

Trinity students continue to do 
well on their Iowa Assessments. These 
tests were taken by students in grades 
one through six. However, only Grades 
3 – 6 are assessed for public usage. 73% 
of the students are proficient/advanced 
in reading, 82% are proficient/advanced 
in math and 82% are 
proficient/advanced in science. These 
results are factored into professional 
development goals, school improvement 
goals and student achievement. 
Teachers continually strive to challenge 
the students and prepare them for the 
next step in their future. The staff is 
proud of the student achievements and 
I’m sure parents feel the same.  

Last year Trinity purchased a 
new reading and literacy curriculum 
primarily for students in K – 2. This 
year we hope to purchase a reading and 
literacy curriculum for students in 
Grades 3 – 6. Although the Department 
of Education has released the new 
science standards the staff has been 
advised to wait until more science 
curriculums appear on the market. As 

you can see we are trying to stay on the 
cutting edge providing our students 
with programs and materials that will 
help them be prepared for the future.  

I want to thank all of you for 
your support of Trinity through the 
various ways you help to make the 
school a viable institution in educating 
the leaders and citizens of the future! 

3rd & 4th Grade are in full swing this 
Spring 

Mrs. Pecinovsky 
Here in the 3rd and 4th grade 

classroom we have been very busy!   We 
just finished up our Pig Out on Reading 
Challenge and are very excited to see 
Father Kyle dress up like a pig as a 
reward!!  The students at Trinity read 
over 25,500 minutes in the month of 
March.   

In Science we have been learning 
all about the human body.  We have 
been discussing bones, muscles, body 
systems and more. The students had a 
great time learning all the names of the 
bones.   

We are continuing to learn all 
about the United States in Social 
Studies.  The kids are very excited now 
that we have moved to the Midwest 
States.  It is fun to learn about things 
that are a little closer to home.  We will 
finish out the year learning about the 
Mountain States and the Pacific States.   

In Language and Reading we 
continue to learn new skills to make us 
great readers!  We just finished up three 
great novels: Roll of Thunder Hear My 
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Cry, Sounder and The Watsons Go to 
Birmingham to help us celebrate Black 
History Month.  The 4th graders are 
also going to be starting a research 
project this month that will envelop all 
the skills from the year.   

We are wishing everyone a great 
summer filled with fun, learning, and 
laughter!  

 
Physical Education- Warmer 

Weather Is A Coming 
Mr. Sullivan 

The students have been working 
on building their stamina throughout 
the year and the students have made 
great progress. We started off the year 
by only running a couple minutes and 
now we are up to six-seven minutes 
continuously. The students recently 
participated in Jump Rope for Heart and 
they raised $869. This accumulates to 
saving 18 lives. During the event we did 
different jump roping activities and the 
students had a great time with this.  

With warmer weather hopefully 
coming we will be looking to shift from 
inside activities to outside activities. 
Last week we had a nice day so we went 
outside and worked on some basketball 
skills and did a few different team races 
working on ball handling. The younger 
kids played a soccer game. We will be 
doing our physical fitness testing before 
the end of the year with some other 
activities sprinkled in.  

The main goals for PE this year 
have been for the students to 
understand the benefits of being 
physically active on a daily basis, 
demonstrating good teamwork and 
sportsmanship skills; all while doing a 
variety of fun activities that work on 
these aspects. The strides we have made 
have steadily increased in all these 
categories.  
 
 

Notes From the Music Room 
Mrs. Karels 

Kindergarten and first grade students 
continue to review and perform 
rhythms on a regular basis.  They 
studied instruments of the orchestra by 
exploring Carnival of the Animals, a 
musical joke by Saint Saens.  They have 
enjoyed playing instruments by adding 
them to stories, thus turning the 
reading experience into a sound story 
and improving their listening skills.  
    Second grade students have also 
studied the instruments of the 
orchestra.  They used an online 
program to explore the many different 
sounds that instruments create.  This 
class practices creating and performing 
a variety of rhythms. 
    Third and fourth grade students are 
making great progress in learning to 
play their recorders.  They have learned 
to play several songs. 
    Fifth and sixth grade students have 
completed a drum unit and a jazz unit 
this winter.  As part of their jazz unit 
each student created a powerpoint 
presentation about a specific jazz 
musician.  Third and fourth grade 
students joined the fifth and sixth grade 
class for a fun afternoon of mystery and 
jazz. 

On Thursday, April 30, fourth, 
fifth, and sixth grade students traveled 
to the Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing 
Arts Center in Cedar Falls to hear the 
Waterloo/Cedar Falls Symphony 
perform.  This performance was part of 
the Symphony’s youth concert 
series.  This year’s concert featured 
music by John Williams who has 
composed many contemporary pieces, 
including the music for the Harry 
Potter movies.  After the symphony 
performance, students enjoyed their 
sack lunch at the Gallagher-Bluedorn 
before returning to school.  Students 



	

reported that they enjoyed the 
experience and would gladly go again!! 
    All classes are currently working to 
perfect their pieces for the spring 
concert on Wednesday, May 10 at 7:00 
PM.  You won’t want to miss this fun 
evening of Disney music! 
 

2nd Grade News 
Mrs. Riehle 

Science time in the second grade 
classroom has been full of animals.  The 
students have been learning about 
classifying animals and sorting them 
into groups.  They have been 
connecting animals through the food 
chain and then further in the food web.  
Soon the students will be placing the 
animals into the habitats that they 
belong. 

As we move on to social studies 
class our focus has been government.  
The students are learning about federal, 
state, and local government.  Next we 
will be discussing the three parts of the 
federal government and what we can 
see if we ever visit Washington DC.  

Math time has been filled with 
time and money.  We have used coins to 
count, pay for items, and to figure out 
how much more money we would need.  
Adding in the words “quarter after” and 
“quarter to” challenged the student to 
really pay attention when working with 
their clocks. 
 I am always amazed by how fast 
the school year goes by and by how 
much the students grow in height and 
knowledge.  The second graders are 
doing an excellent job of becoming life 
long learners.  They get excited about 
new topics and were over joyed when 
they could finally write their name in 
cursive.  Thank you to all the 
individuals who support Trinity 
Catholic School and are giving the 
students the chance to grow in faith, 
knowledge, and service. 

Hello and happy spring from the art 
room at Trinity! 
Mrs. Singewald 

Thank you to those who came to the 
Best of the Best Show and Omelet 
breakfast.  It is always great to 
showcase what the students have been 
busy creating and I am always amazed 
at the pride that comes from the 
students as they show their work to 
family and friends!  

It’s time for colorful springtime 
projects!  I can’t wait to take classes 
outside in warmer weather to draw!  

Kindergarten and 1st graders 
have been practicing their listening and 
drawing skills as they do a “directed 
drawing” of a bunny. They were amazed 
at themselves that they could draw one 
so well! We will glue them to a colorful 
watercolor painted background and add 
eggs to finish off a mixed media artwork.  

2nd graders are also doing a 
mixed media collage springtime themed 
picture.  They started with painting 
different types of flowers. Then they 
made a paper weaving “basket” to place 
their cut out flowers onto.  To finish it 
off, we will add some details, like stems, 
leaves, grass, and insects while drawing 
with oil pastels.  The flowers are very 
bright and colorful!  

3rd and 4th graders had the 
opportunity to get their hands into 
some clay! We made some fun, 
patterned turtles.  We will glaze them 
with bright colors, with inspiration 
taken from the folk art carved animals 
of Oaxaca, Mexico.   

5th and 6th graders are waiting 
patiently for their clay boxes with lids 
to be fired so they can glaze them. The 
boxes were hand built using slabs of 
clay.  This can be a tricky building 
technique, but they all did a great job!  
While they wait, they are working on 
an acrylic painting.  Once they are dry, 
we will add some patterns and designs 



	

on top of the paint with oil pastels.   
I can’t believe that another 

school year is winding down! I hope 
everyone has a wonderful spring and 
summer!!! 
 

Spring Happening’s In Ms. Brincks’ 
Classroom 

~ Ms. Brincks 
Spring is here, and we are all 

getting excited to take off the winter 
jackets and run in the sun!  The fifth 
and sixth-grade students have been very 
busy with many fun and exciting 
activities. 

The fourth, fifth, and sixth – 
grade students just finished reading 
novels for Black History Month. We 
had three different groups. Mrs. 
Pecinovsky’s group read Roll of 
Thunder Hear My Cry, Mrs. Stika’s 
group read Sounder, and Ms. Brincks’ 
novel group read The Watsons go to 
Birmingham.  Each group was also able 
to watch and compare their books to the 
movie by the same title. These books 
opened up many great discussions as to 
what life was like during the time of 
segregation and our lives now.  

In Math, the fifth-grade students, 
are entering the fun and exciting world 
of fractions. We just finished learning 
how to find common denominators. 
They also learned how to add and 
subtract fractions. Our next step will be 
to multiply and divide fractions. The fun 
is just beginning and the students 
couldn’t be more excited.  

In Social Studies we are 
finishing up our unit on four different 
Chinese Dynasties. Students were split 
into groups of two and assigned a 
dynasty. They had to research, create a 
news script, videotape, and then edit 
their newscast in iMovie. We are all 
very excited to see the final products 
created by the students.  

Once again this year, we are 
diligently preparing for the upcoming 
“Passion” play. The students will 
present this in April before we go on 
Easter break. Please say prayers and 
keep the students in your thoughts as 
they prepare for this special 
performance. 

As we all pray for the sun to 
shine and flowers to bloom, we would 
like to send you WARM spring 
blessings. 
 

Hello from the K-1 class! 
Mrs. Engelhardt 

We are excited that Spring is 
officially here and are hoping for it to 
warm up a bit! 

As the school year is ending, we 
have been busy learning in our room. In 
math, we are adding and subtracting, 
learning about place value, time, and 
coins to name a few things.  In reading, 
we are still learning more about reading 
with our new program Superkids. The 
characters take us on adventures and 
help us learn about the reading process. 
We really enjoy the Superkids! In 
science, our Foss kits are having us take 
a closer look at nature with insects and 
plants, which is perfect this time of year! 
In guidance, we have discussed many 
topics this year. One topic that we have 
been focusing on during Lent is 
listening to God and Jesus. We know 
that it is not always easy to make good 
decisions all the time, but we know that 
we need to open our eyes, open our ears, 
open our hearts and listen to God and 
Jesus’ message. We will continue to 
work and pray that we listen to God 
and Jesus every day!  

We hope that you continue to 
keep us in your prayers as we come to 
the end of the school year. We continue 
to grow every day in our academics and 
faith. 

Blessings to you and your family. 


