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From	the	Principal’s	Desk…	
Mr.	Jerry	Brown	

	
			It	is	exciting	to	be	starting	my	third	year	
as	principal	at	Trinity	Catholic	School	 for	
the	 2020-21	 school	 year!	 	 It	 is	 always	
rewarding	to	be	working	 in	a	school	 that	
has	such	great	kids,	involved	parents,	and	
a	staff	that	is	willing	to	do	what	is	best	for	
each	and	every	student,	on	a	daily	basis.	
This	is	my	36th	year	working	in	the	school	
setting,	 21st	 as	 an	 elementary	 aged	
principal.	 	 Each	 school	 I	 have	worked	 in	
had	 its	 pros	 and	 cons	 but	 working	 in	 a	
Catholic	 school	 setting	 allows	 you	 the	
ability	to	help	kids	grow	spiritually,	which	
is	 such	a	void	 for	many	 families	 today.	 	 I	
have	 worked	 most	 of	 my	 years	 in	 the	
public-school	 setting,	 seeing	 the	 need	 to	
use	faith	formation	with	youth	as	much	as	
possible	in	today’s	world.	
			In	working	with	our	Board	of	Education	
over	the	last	few	years,	we	have	looked	at	
ways	 to	 increase	 student	 numbers,	
increase	 our	 financial	 stability,	 and	
stronger	ways	to	develop	our	work	in	faith	
formation.	 	 As	 a	 staff,	we	 are	 very	much	
aware	of	our	need	to	promote	our	Catholic	
identity.		This	is	what	truly	keeps	us	apart	
from	any	public	school.	
			I	 want	 to	 thank	 the	 Trinity	 parents,	
grandparents,	relatives,	and	alumni	for	all	
of	 their	 support	 through	prayers,	 as	well	
as	 monetary	 and	 other	 contributions	 /	
donations.	 	We	truly	appreciate	it	here	at	
Trinity!	
			May	you	be	blessed	on	your	journey	with	
God.	

	

***NEW***					SCRIP					***NEW***	
We	 are	 excited	 to	 announce	 that	 we	 are	
participating	in	a	new	program	this	fall	called	
TCS	Scrip,	where	you	or	your	family	purchase	
gift	 cards	 through	 Great	 Lakes	 Scrip	 Center	
and	 in	 turn	 a	 percentage	 goes	 to	 Trinity	
Catholic	School.	 	 Scrip	 is	another	way	 to	pay	
for	everyday	items	using	gift	cards	in	place	of	
cash,	 debit	 cards,	 or	 credit	 cards.	 	 To	 get	
started,	 go	 to	 www.ShopWithScrip.com	 to	
register	for	an	account.	 	Our	enrollment	code	
is:		5684L35468998.		Fill	out	your	info	and	you	
will	be	set	to	purchase	your	gift	cards.		You	can	
also	 download	 the	 RaiseRight	 app	 to	 your	
phone.	

	

Catholic Schools 
Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. 

Drive Thru Festival of Friends 
Saturday, November 21st 

Prime Rib Dinner -Tickets $35.00 
25 Raffle items -Dinner Tickets and 

Raffle tickets available here at School 
or Bank 1st, St. Lucas; Citizens Savings 

Bank in Ft. Atkinson or Protivin 
Online Auction at 

www.burkeauction.com from  
Nov. 13 to Nov. 20	



	
First	and	Second	Grade 

Mrs.	Candi	Riehle	
	

			We	 are	moving	 full	 steam	 ahead	 in	 the	
first	 and	 second	 grade	 classroom.		 In	
religion	 the	 students	 are	 learning	 that	
Jesus	 is	 the	 ticket	 to	 being	 saints.		 The	
students	 have	 been	 discussing	 and	
painting	about	the	days	of	creation.		Math	
time	 for	 the	 first	 graders	 is	 filled	 with	
adding,	 subtracting,	 and	 finding	
patterns.		Animal	“super	powers”	has	been	
the	topic	for	science.		It	 is	amazing	to	see	
all	 of	 the	 interesting	 features	 God	 has	
given	to	animals.		We	are	super	excited	to	
be	 in	 school	 five	 days	 a	 week	 and	 our	
reading	 skills	 have	 been	 getting	 back	 on	
track.		The	first	graders	are	chugging	their	
way	through	the	short	vowel	sounds	and	
really	 working	 hard	 on	 their	 sight	
words.		 The	 second	 graders	 are	 flying	
through	chapter	books	and	looking	at	the	
relationships	of	 the	 characters.		We	want	
to	 say	 thanks	 to	 all	 of	 our	 parents	 and	
community	 members	 for	 supporting	 our	
school	and	building	our	faith.	
 
Greetings	from	the	3rd	&	4th	grade	

Mrs.	Heather	Pecinovsky	
	

   Greetings	 from	 the	 3rd	 and	 4th	 grade	
classroom!	We	 are	 so	 thankful	 each	 and	
every	 day	 that	 we	 are	 able	 to	 be	 in	 our	
classrooms.	We	ask	for	continued	prayers	
that	we	are	able	to	stay	in	school.	The	kids	
are	so	happy	to	be	back	at	Trinity.	We	have	
hit	 the	 ground	 running	 this	 year.	 In	
religion	 we	 are	 busy	 learning	 about	 the	
Bible.	We	are	learning	about	the	history	of	
the	 Bible,	 the	 parts,	 and	 how	 to	 apply	
lessons	from	the	reading	to	our	daily	lives.	
			In	 reading	 we	 are	 reviewing	 all	 of	 our	
strategies	that	make	us	good	readers	and	
writers.	We	just	finished	up	our	first	set	of	
novel	groups	and	are	onto	our	2nd	 novel.	
The	 kids	 have	 had	 the	 chance	 to	 enjoy	
some	reading	outside	on	the	beautiful	fall	
days.	
			In	 Science	 we	 are	 learning	 about	
landforms	and	the	birth	of	rocks.	We	have	

done	 some	 cool	 experiments	 to	 help	 us	
better	understand	erosion	and	a	life	cycle	
of	 a	 rock.	We	went	 outside	 of	 the	 school	
and	 searched	 for	 signs	 of	 erosion,	 the	
students	were	very	surprised	all	the	places	
we	were	able	to	find	signs	of	erosion.	
			In	 Social	 Studies	we	 are	 learning	 about	
the	 United	 States. We	 are	 currently	
learning	about	the	different	regions	in	the	
United	 States.	 The	 students	 are	 learning	
about	the	geography,	weather,	history,	and	
products	that	come	from	each	region.	
			The	3rd	graders	are	busy	learning	about	
multiplication.	They	have	 learned	several	
strategies	 and	 tricks	 to	 help	 them	 better	
understand	 multiplication.	 They	 are	
getting	pretty	good	at	their	facts.	
			We	 wish	 all	 of	 you	 a	 wonderful	 fall	
season	full	of	Faith,	Family	and	Friends.	
God	Bless!	
 

 
Notes	From	the	Music	Room	

Mrs.	Jane	Karels	
 

	The	 school	 year	 is	 off	 to	 a	
wonderful	 start,	 and	 students	 have	 been	
busy	 in	 the	 music	
room.		 Kindergarten		 students	 have	 been	
singing,	 playing	 musical	 games,	
performing	 on	 instruments,	 learning	
music	vocabulary,	and	moving	to	classical	
music.	
				 First	 and	 second	 grade	 students	 have	
been	 performing	 on	 the	 xylophones,	
reviewing	 rhythms,	 learning	 new	
vocabulary,	 and	 learning	 the	 treble	 clef	
pitches.	They	have	performed	several	new	
dances.						

Third	 and	 fourth	 grade	 students	
have	 also	 learned	 a	new	dance	 this	 year,	
Los	Machetes.		They	have	reviewed	treble	
clef	pitches	and	are	working	on	their	first	
recorder	song,	Hot	Cross	Buns.	

Christmas Program 
Wed., Dec. 16th-1:30 PM or 7:00 PM 

held at Holy Trinity Church 



	
				 Fifth	 and	 sixth	 grade	 students	 started	
the	 school	 year	 by	 reviewing	 pitches	 in	
both	bass	and	treble	clefs.		They	then	used	
this	 knowledge	 to	 identify	 pitches	 in	
xylophone	Mass	music.		They	are	learning	
this	 music	 to	 be	 able	 to	 accompany	 the	
parts	of	Mass.			
				All	classes	have	started	working	on	the	
music	for	the	Christmas	program	which	is	
titled	 Christmas	 Snapshots.		 Because	 this	
program	 involves	 snapshots,	5th	and	6th	
grade	students	 traveled	to	the	Stika	 farm	
to	take	Christmas	story	pictures.			
				 Trinity’s	 Christmas	 program	 will	 be	
performed	 on	Wednesday,	 December	 16,	
2020	 at	 Holy	 Trinity	 Church	 in	
Protivin.		Please	mark	your	calendars	and	
plan	to	attend!!	
 

Art Activities 
Mrs.	April	Singewald	

 
					Art	 classes	 are	 busy	 this	 fall	 learning	
about	 the	 elements	 of	 art	 as	 each	 class	
explores	how	to	use	them	in	their	artwork.	
					5th	 and	 6th	 graders	 started	 with	 the	
element	of	value	and	learned	that	adding	
value	can	make	an	object	appear	 to	have	
form	-	in	other	words	-	look	3D.		They	drew	
some	 optical	 illusions.	 They	 are	 also	
exploring	 their	 own	 “Artist	 voice”	 while	
working	on	a	choice	drawing.			
					3rd	and	4th	graders	started	off	with	the	
element	of	color	and	learned	about	mixing	
colors	while	using	watercolor	paint.		They	
were	 able	 to	 create	 a	 fall	 themed	 choice	
painting.	 We	 have	 a	 variety	 of	 leaves,	
pumpkins,	candy,	and	some	cats!	
					1st	 and	 2nd	 graders	 learned	 about	
warm	 and	 cool	 colors	 and	 painted	 some	
“warm	 leaves	and	a	cool	breeze”	with	oil	
pastels	 and	 watercolor	 paints.	 Now	 they	
are	 learning	 about	 different	 kinds	 of	
shapes,	like	geometric	and	freeform.	They	
are	 using	 stencils	 to	 draw	 the	 shapes	 as	
well	as	 just	 “drawing”	with	 their	scissors	
to	create	a	shape	collage	we	are	calling	a	
“Shape	Maze”.	
 

					Kindergarten	 artists	 love	 to	 paint!	We	
are	learning	about	primary	and	secondary	
colors	 along	 with	 how	 to	 treat	 our	 “Mr.	
Paintbrush”	 correctly.		 We	 don’t	 want	
brushes	with	a	“bad	hair	day”!	

 
Full Steam Ahead with Jesus 

~ Ms. Brincks ~ 
 

		 		 		 		 		 	Fall	 is	 here!	 As	 the	 leaves	 change	
color	and	the	weather	gets	colder,	the	fifth	
and	 sixth-grade	 students	 have	 been	
"chugging	 down	 the	 tracks"	 to	 learning	
many	 new	 skills.	 Our	 theme	 this	 year	 is	
"Full	Steam	Ahead	with	Jesus."	
											In	reading,	the	fifth	and	sixth-grade	
students	 have	been	brushing	up	on	 their	
reading	 skills.	 We	 are	 currently	 reading	
two	 novels:	The	 Indian	 in	 the	 Cupboard	
and	George's	 Secret	 Key	 to	 the	Universe.	
The	students	are	working	on	summarizing	
and	 using	 context	 clues	 to	 become	
stronger	readers.	
		 		 		 		 		 	In	 Science,	we	 are	 learning	 about	
atoms	 and	 the	 Periodic	 Table.	 They	
enjoyed	 making	 models	 of	 protons,	
neutrons,	and	electrons	out	of	play-do	and	
having	 their	 classmates	 guess	 what	
element	they	created.		
		 		 		 		 		 	Since	 this	 is	 an	 election	 year,	 the	
students	 will	 be	 learning	 about	 the	
different	parts	of	the	government	and	how	
we	elect	a	president.	To	end	this	unit,	the	
students	 will	 hold	 an	 election	 for	 the	
students	 at	 Trinity.	 They	will	 get	 to	 cast	
their	secret	ballot	for	Donald	Trump	or	Joe	
Biden.		
											In	Math,	the	5th-grade	students	are	
jumping	 right	 into	 decimals.	 They	 just	
finished	 a	 lesson	 on	 adding	 and	
subtracting	decimals.	The	year	will	take	us	
in	 many	 new	 and	 exciting	 directions;	

Recycling	Earns	TCS	Money.	
We	collect	old	Ink	Cartridges,	
Prairie	Farm	lids,	Cell	Phones,	&		

Huber’s	Store	receipts.	



	
please	 feel	 free	 to	 contact	 me	 with	 any	
questions	that	may	arise.	
											As	the	fall	season	is	upon	us,	the	trees	
beauty	and	cooler	weather	remind	us	that	
God	 is	 truly	 remarkable	 in	 all	 his	works.	
We	 hope	 you	 have	 a	 safe	 and	 happy	
harvest	season.	God	Bless!		
 

Kindergarten	News	
Mrs.	Heather	Engelhardt	

 
We	are	practicing	being	more	like	Jesus	by	
sharing	his	love	with	others	this	year.	We	
have	 been	 practicing	 the	Our	 Father	 and	
the	 before	 and	 after	 meal	 prayers.	 In	
reading,	we	have	been	learning	about	the	
letters	and	sounds	to	make	the	connection	
with	reading	and	writing	later	this	year.	In	
math,	we	 are	 practicing	 counting	 objects	
and	 writing	 the	 numbers.		 Also,	 we	 are	
weather	 watchers	 in	 science	 and	 are	
learning	 to	 look	 for	 clues	 in	 what	 the	
weather	 might	 do.	 We	 are	 also	 studying	
the	 seasons	 and	 trees.	We	hope	 that	 you	
continue	to	keep	us	in	your	prayers	as	we	
continue	 to	 grow	 throughout	 the	 school	
year,	in	our	academics	and	faith.		

 
Math	Facts	

Mrs.	Jane	Karels	
 

Trinity	 sixth	 grade	 students	 have	 been	
working	 hard	 since	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	
year.		 The	 first	 topic	 in	 their	 math	 book	
was	 algebra.		 They	 have	 learned	 how	 to	
work	 with	 algebraic	 expressions	 -	
evaluating,	simplifying,	writing,	and	using	
them	 in	 formulas.	The	second	 topic	dealt	
with	the	properties	of	operations	and	the	
use	 of	 these	 operations	 to	 solve	
equations.		 As	 part	 of	 this	 chapter,	
students	learned	how	to	graph	solutions	to	
inequalities.	 Our	 third	 topic	 deals	 with	
rational	numbers.	
				 Fourth	 grade	 students	 started	 their	
math	 year	 with	 “big	 numbers”.		 They	
learned	 how	 to	 read	 them,	 round	 them,	
and	 use	 them	 to	 estimate	 sums	 and	
differences.		 The	 second	 topic	 dealt	 with	
adding	 and	 subtracting	 whole	 numbers,	

including	 how	 to	 subtract	 across	 zeros.	
Currently	 they	 are	 learning	 a	 variety	 of	
strategies	to	multiply	one-digit	numbers.	
				 Second	 grade	 students	 have	 learned	
strategies	 to	 add	 &	 subtract	 within	
twenty.		 They	 will	 use	 some	 of	 the	
strategies	learned	in	the	first	topic	as	they	
expand	 their	 knowledge	 base	 to	 learn	 to	
add	within	one	hundred.		Second	graders	
have	dealt	with	odd	and	even	numbers	and	
learned	 how	 to	 make	 arrays	 to	 find	
totals.		 They	 are	 memorizing	 all	 100	
addition	facts.	
	

PE	Time	
Mr.	Brown	

	
I	 am	 trying	 to	 use	 a	 little	 different	 approach	
with	 teaching	 this	 subject,	 emphasizing	 skill	
development.		Learning	these	skills	then	leads	
to	participating	in	that	activity.	
The	Trinity	kids	are	 like	any	other	student	/	
player,	 they’d	much	 rather	 just	 do	 the	 “fun”	
activity	 or	 game.	 	 Guess	 that	 is	 the	 former	
coach	coming	out	in	me.	
	 This	subject	is	required	for	all	students	
in	the	state	of	Iowa.		Reason	is,	the	need	for	all	
kids	to	have	regular	physical	movement.	 	We	
offer	 this	 twice	 a	 week	 for	 all	 of	 our	 K-6	
students.		Health	wise,	it	would	be	nice	to	have	
this	 daily,	 but	 time	 does	 not	 allow.	 	 I	would	
encourage	all	of	our	kids	to	be	outside	daily	for	
at	least	30	minutes.		Playing	/	working	outside	
has	 many	 advantages	 compared	 to	 gaming	
indoors	regularly.	
	 It	is	such	a	privilege	for	our	PE	classes	
to	 be	 able	 to	 use	 the	 Protivin	 Community	
Center	 for	 its	 indoor	 time.	 	 We	 are	 very	
thankful	 to	 the	 parish	 for	 allowing	 us	 this	
opportunity!	

I	am	looking	forward	to	watching	the	
students	grow	physically,	socially,	and	
emotionally	during	the	year	in	PE.		It’ll	be	fun	
jumping	in	with	the	students	during	certain	
activities.		I	hope	we	all	can	avoid	injury	as	we	
actively	participate	in	such	a	fun	subject!			

 

So be strong and courageous, 
All you who put your hope in the 

Lord.  Psalm 31:24 


