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From the Principal’s Desk… 
Mr. Jerry Brown 

 
    First of all, I would like to say it is an 
honor to serve as principal at Trinity 
Catholic School for the 18-19 school year! I 
so appreciate the opportunity that has been 
given to me. It is always rewarding 
working in a school that has great kids, 
involved parents, and a staff that is willing 
to do what is best for each and every 
student. 
    This is my 34th year working in the 
school setting, 19th as an elementary aged 
principal. Each position I served in had its 
pros and cons, but working in a Catholic 
school setting allows you the ability to help 
kids grow spiritually, which is such a void 
in our country today. I have worked most of 
my years in the public school setting, seeing 
the need to use this approach with today’s 
youth, and the obstacles presented to them. 
    In working with our Board of Education 
this year, we will continue looking at ways 
to increase our student numbers. If you are 
reading this newsletter, and are not 
Catholic, you are still able to attend our 
school at the same tuition cost as our 
practicing Catholic families. We will also 
try to find a way for you to attend our 
wonderful school, if your financial situation 
warrants some assistance. We encourage 
any family to come for a visit while our 
school is in session, so you can see some of 
the wonderful things going on here at 
Trinity. 
    I want to thank the Trinity parents, 
grandparents, relatives, and alumni for all 
of their support through prayers, as well as 
monetary and other contributions and 
donations. It is truly appreciated! 

 

Greetings from the 3rd & 4th grade 
Mrs. Heather Pecinovsky 

 
 We are off to a great start this year; busy 
with a lot of different things. We would like 
to wish all of you a happy fall season. We 
have hit the ground running this year in all 
areas of education. 
    In religion we are learning all about 
God’s creations and how we care for them. 
We are also talking about how we can 
become Saints and help those around us.  In 
Reading we are busy learning new reading 
strategies and reviewing our writing skills. 
The kids had fun writing ‘How To’ articles 
about how to make a PB & J sandwich. 
    In Social Studies we are learning about 
the different regions in the United States: 
what the land is like, what they grow, and 
the economy of the region. We are also 
brushing up on our map skills. 
    In Science we just finished up a unit on 
rocks and landforms. The students enjoyed 
several experiments involving volcanoes, 
landslides, and erosion. 
Blessings and well wishes to all!! 
 

 
 

Notes From the Music Room 
Mrs. Jane Karels 

 
    The school year is off to a wonderful 
start, and students have been busy in the 
music room.  Kindergarten students have 
been singing, playing musical games, 
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performing on instruments, learning music 
vocabulary, and moving to classical music. 
    First and second grade students have 
been performing on the xylophones, 
reviewing rhythms, learning new 
vocabulary, and learning the treble clef 
pitches. They have performed several new 
dances. 
    Third and fourth grade students started 
the year by learning La Raspa, a Mexican 
dance.  They explored ABA form by 
writing an acrostic poem and performing 
Music About Me.  Mr. Brown was a guest in 
class to watch their final 
performance.  They have reviewed treble 
clef pitches and have learned basic recorder 
information.  Now they are busy learning to 
play the recorder. 
    Fifth and sixth grade students started the 
school year by reviewing pitches in both 
bass and treble clefs.  They then used this 
knowledge to identify pitches in xylophone 
Mass music.  This is the music they have 
learned to accompany at Mass.  This class is 
currently starting to learn their parts for 
the Christmas program. 
    Trinity’s Christmas program will be 
performed on Wednesday, December 12, 
2018 at Holy Trinity Church in 
Protivin.  Please mark your calendars and 
plan to attend!! 
 

 
First and Second Grade Superheroes 

Mrs. Candi Riehle 
 
    I am back in the first and second grade 
classroom and so excited to be here.  At 
school this year we are looking at 
Superheroes and what super powers we 
have.  First and foremost, we have learned 
that Jesus is our Superhero and here for us 
whenever we need him.  Secondly, we have 
learned about growth mindset and that one 
of our superpowers is knowing that our 
brain is a muscle and needs challenges in 
order to grow.  So we are learning about 
the power of the word “Yet.”   
    Our reading superpowers are growing 
daily.  The students are learning new sight 
words, working on decoding, and writing 
“Super” sentences.  Math time is filled with 
learning new strategies for adding and 

subtracting.  I love when I hear the 
students comparing their work and using 
phrases like:  “I used a different strategy 
than you and we got the same answer” or 
“you provided proof for your answer.”  It is 
great to know that they are listening and 
helping each other out. 
    I can’t believe October is already 
here!  We have had a great start to the 
school year and I am looking forward to all 
the learning that is yet to come.  Our class 
would like to say thank you to all of our 
communities for supporting Trinity and 
helping to make it a great place to learn, 
grow, and share our faith. 
    Have a safe harvest season! 

 
 

Art Activities 
Mrs. April Singewald 

 
    Art classes are in full swing this 
year!  We started the year off with a 
collaborative project after looking at the 
contemporary street artist, Kelsey 
Montague and her uplifting wings that she 
creates on the sides of buildings.  We 
created our own set of wings, with each 
student creating the feathers.  They 
answered the question, “What makes you 
happy?” within the artwork on the feathers.  
It is now hanging in the hall and anyone 
can stand in front of it and look like they 
are spreading their wings and flying!  
    TK and Kindergarten classes have been 
busy learning the basic elements of art. We 
started with drawing different lines and 
learning to use paintbrushes properly.  Now 
we are learning about the primary colors 
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with the book Mouse Paint.  Mixing new 
colors is pretty magical! 
    First and second graders are learning 
about Vincent Van Gogh and looking at his 
sunflower paintings. We started with 
drawing from observation as we looked at 
real sunflowers! Next we will start with 
paint and learning about ways to use the 
paintbrushes. 
    Third and Fourth grades are working 
hard on a fall themed drawing that uses 
what they have learned about horizon line, 
vanishing point, and rules of perspective.  
    Fifth and Sixth graders are working on 
an Egyptian style mask. This project has 
always been a favorite because they start by 
making it right on their own faces!  I can’t 
wait to see their outcomes! 
 

 
 
Super News from the 5th/6th Classroom 

~ Ms. Emily Brincks ~ 
 
    Fall is here! As the leaves change color 
and the weather gets colder, the fifth and 
sixth-grade students have been “super” 
busy. Our theme this year is Super Hero -
Super God. 
    In reading, the fifth and sixth-grade 
students have been brushing up on their 
reading skills. We are currently reading 
two novels: The Egypt Game and The 
Night of the Spadefoot Toads. The students 
are working on summarizing and using 
context clues to become stronger readers. 
The 6th grade students are also working on 
writing mysteries during their Daily 5 time. 
    In Science and Social Studies, the 
students are taking a new adventure. We 
have started a new curriculum called 
Studies Weekly. This is a newspaper and 

online-based program. The students read 
articles, discuss, answer questions, and 
complete experiments and activities. So far, 
the students are enjoying it and so am I. 
    In Math, the 5th grade students are 
jumping right into decimals. They just 
finished a lesson on adding and subtracting 
decimals. The year will take us in many 
new and exciting directions; please feel free 
to contact us with any questions that may 
arise. 
    As the fall season is upon us, the beauty 
of the trees and cooler weather remind us 
that God is truly remarkable in all his 
works. We hope you have a safe and happy 
harvest season. 
 

Transitional Kindergarten &  
Kindergarten News 

Mrs. Heather Engelhardt 
 

We are Superheroes like Jesus this year! 
We have been practicing ways we can be 
more like Jesus. We have been working on 
reciting the Our Father and the before and 
after meal prayers. In reading, we have been 
learning about the Superkids and how they 
help us with our sounds and reading. We 
are learning sight words, too! In math we 
are practicing counting objects and writing 
the numbers.  Also, we are weather 
investigators in science and are learning to 
look for clues in what the weather might 
do. We hope that you continue to keep us in 
your prayers as we continue to grow 
throughout the school year, in our 
academics and faith.   

 

Math Facts 
Mrs. Jane Karels 

 
   Trinity sixth grade students have been 
working hard since the beginning of the 
year.  The first topic in their math book was 
algebra.  They have learned how to work 
with algebraic expressions - evaluating, 
simplifying, writing, and using them in 
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formulas. The second topic dealt with the 
properties of operations and the use of these 
operations to solve equations.  As part of 
this chapter, students learned how to graph 
solutions to inequalities. Our third topic 
deals with rational numbers. 
    Fourth grade students started their math 
year with “big numbers”.  They learned 
how to read them, round them, and use 
them to estimate sums and differences.  The 
second topic dealt with adding and 
subtracting whole numbers, including how 
to subtract across zeros. Currently they are 
learning a variety of strategies to multiply 
one digit numbers. 
    Second grade students have learned 
strategies to add & subtract within 
twenty.  They will use some of the 
strategies learned in the first topic as they 
expand their knowledge base to learn to 
add within one hundred. 
 

Greetings from the Physical Education Class 
Mrs. Deb Larson 

 
    Physical education classes this year have 
one rule we are trying to work on, Respect. 
Respect yourself; stay on your feet, have fun 
and do your best. Respect others; use good 
sportsmanship. Respect this place; keep 
equipment in good shape. 
    The TK-2nd grade classes have been 
working on hand eye coordination with 
different shape balls. The class is learning 
different body parts and which side is left 
and right. We are practicing different 
locomotor movements; skipping, for 
example helps students become better 
readers. They have been playing tag games, 

both one person tagger and half class as 
taggers. 
    When the weather cooperates the 3-6 
grade classes have been working on ball 
skills in soccer and football. We have been 
playing lead up games using skills they 
have learned. They have been working on 
team play and what kind of team member 
they want to be. 1-does not participate, 2- 
participates when asked, 3 – participates 
because they want to, and 4- participates 
and encourages teammates. 
    Looking forward to new and fun 
activities in the center and outside, even in 
the snow. 
 

 
 

 

Recital 6:15 
Christmas Program 

Wed., Dec. 12th at 7:00 PM 
held at Holy Trinity Church 

DID YOU KNOW????  
Trinity does not charge extra 

tuition for out of parish 
students and non-Catholic 

students!  We want TCS to be 
affordable to all, because we 
recognize the importance of 

the work we do here! 
Contact us anytime for a tour 

or to visit about our school. 	


