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From the Principal’s Desk… 
Mr. Jim Zajicek 

 
Trinity Catholic School welcomes 

thirteen kindergarteners and six new 
families to our family. The students are: 
Matthew Balk, Elijah Chicken, Lydia 
Chicken, Cooper Dietzenbach, Keira Fencl, 
Mason Gebel, Easton Hackman, Blake 
Kuennen, Madeline Rausch, Chase 
Shindelar, Kole Stika, Miguel Valdez and 
Layne Weissenfluh. The parents are: Eric 
and Andrea Dietzenbach, Travis and Lori 
Gebel, Tyler and Kayla Hackman, David 
and Amanda Shindelar, Francisco and 
Heaven Valdez, James and Jessica 
Weissenfluh. Francisco Valdez is a new 
second grade student.  
  Trinity Catholic School recently 
received a very generous gift from Msgr. 
Donald Heineman’s Estate. He was a man 
of great generosity and wise investing and 
shared his gift with our school. It was his 
wish to help provide stability for Trinity 
Catholic. To honor his wish and in the 
spirit of this most generous steward, 
$125,000 will be used to establish the 
Trinity Catholic – Protivin Msgr. Donald 
Heineman Education Endowment Fund. 
Since this is an endowment, we will not 
have access to the total amount but by 
investing this way, the proceeds will 
provide a steady income to support our 
mission. May we continue to pray for Msgr. 
Heineman and be inspired by his generosity 
and love.  

As an Iowa Catholic taxpayer, you 
can help families with demonstrated 
financial need attend Trinity Catholic 
School through a contribution to the Our 
Faith School, Tuition Organization (STO). 
Each contribution will receive an Iowa Tax 
credit equal to 65% of the donation. The 
amount you contribute also qualifies as a 
charitable deduction on your federal tax 
return. For more information visit 
www.OurFaithSto.org 

The school year has been off to a great start. 
Seeing the excitement and enthuasism of 
the students is a very rewarding experience 
for those of us in education! I want to thank 
the Trinity parents, grandparents, relatives 
and alumni for all their support through 
prayers as well as monetary and other 
contributions and donations. It is truly 
appreciated! 
 

Greetings from the 5th & 6th grade 
Mrs. Heather Pecinovsky 

 
We are off to a busy start this year, it is 
hard to believe we are almost through the 
1st quarter of school. We are wishing you 
all a happy and safe fall season. 
In our Reading and Language class we are 
adapting to our wonderful new reading 
curriculum. We just finished our first novel 
called, Night of the Spadefoot Toads.  The 
students really enjoyed this book and it 
happens to fit right in with our Science as 
well. 
In Science we are studying different 
environments around the world. The first 
part of our unit focused on how plants and 
animals adapt to different climates and 
weather. We built terrariums in our room 
and even added live beetles and isopods.  
We also set up experiments that grew 
different vegetables and we changed the 
variables to see how plants grew the best. 
We are now studying different ecosystems. 
Students will be writing reports, building 
dioramas and presenting to the class. 
We have been busy in Social Studies 
learning about early America. We just 
finished learning about the different Indian 
Tribes of the United States. Next we are 
going to be learning about Early European 
Explorers. 
In Religion we have been learning about 
God’s creations. Students made posters of 
their favorite things God created. We are 
now learning about how we can be good 



	
Disciples and help spread God’s word and 
teachings to others. 
We will soon be starting our Festival 
Projects and hope to see you all at the 
celebration! Have a great rest of 2017! 
 

Notes From the Music Room 
Mrs. Jane Karels 

 
The school year is off to a wonderful start, 
and students have been busy in the music 
room.  Kindergarten  students have been 
singing, playing musical games, performing 
on instruments, learning music vocabulary, 
and moving to classical music. 
    First and second grade students have 
been performing on the xylophones, 
reviewing rhythms, learning new 
vocabulary, and learning the treble clef 
pitches. They have performed several new 
dances. 
    Third and fourth grade students have 
learned Los Machetes, a Mexican dance.   
They have participated in drumming 
activities, reviewed basic note values, and 
learned treble clef pitches.  They have 
completed a Native American unit, which 
included learning Native American songs 
and games. 
    Fifth and sixth grade students started the 
school year by reviewing pitches in both 
bass and treble clefs.  They then used this 
knowledge to identify pitches in xylophone 
Mass music.  This is the music they have 
learned to accompany at Mass.  This class is 
currently starting to learn their parts for 
the Christmas program. 
    Trinity’s Christmas program will be 
performed on Wednesday, December 13, 
2017 at Holy Trinity Church in Protivin.   
Please mark your calendars and plan to 
attend!! 
 
Gearing up for a GREAT Year in Third 

and Fourth Grade 
Mrs. Riehle 

 
We have had a great start to our new 
school year. Seeds and plants have been the 
focus for our first unit in science. The 
students have been investigating 

the properties of seeds. They have 
separated different seeds by their 
properties. 
We have experimented with what seeds 
need to sprout and where they grow best. 
Ask the third and fourth graders about 
hydroponics and where it is used. 
Math time has been filled with 
multiplication strategies for the third 
graders. The students have been working 
on using arrays, making models, or using 
bar diagrams. 
With our new reading series, ReadyGen, 
the students have been focusing on 
vocabulary. We are using the context clues 
to figure out the meaning of each new word 
and then using them in our own sentences. 
The students are writing different types of 
narratives making sure to put the sentences 
together for a paragraph. Along with our 
new series the students still enjoy their 
Daily 5 choices. 
Trinity is a great place to learn, work, and 
play. I want to say thank you to all parents, 
grandparents, and community members for 
their support of our school. Have a great 
October! 

 
Art Activities 

Mrs. April Singewald 
 

We are in full swing in the art room. The 
Kindergarteners are learning about 
different elements that artists use in 
artwork. The first two are line and shape. 
We made line roller coasters that included 
straight, curvy, wavy, and zig zag lines, just 
to name a few.  Next we made some robots 
out of different shapes and made our robots 
“dance” by adding white movement lines. 
1st and 2nd graders are looking at the color 
wheel and learning the difference between 
warm and cool colors.  They made a 
painting of just warm and just cool colors 
and will soon start weaving the two 
paintings together.  3rd and 4th graders are 
working hard on a fall leaf painting using 
oil pastels and watercolor paints. They 
really are colorful!  5th and 6th graders are 
hard at work as well on a glue batik.  They 
drew a simple animal with glue onto a 
white handkerchief.  Now they are painting 



	
the material with watered down acrylic 
paint.  When they are done, the 
handkerchief will be washed, taking the 
glue lines off, revealing white lines 
underneath, and leaving the paint.  I really 
enjoy the energy and creativity that all the 
Trinity students have. Keep up the great 
work!!.   

 
Geared Up For God in 1st and 2nd Grade 

~ Ms. Brincks ~ 
Hello, all! The school year is off to a great 
start. We have hit the ground running, and 
both students and teacher are learning their 
new roles in 1st and 2nd grade. 
In Religion the 2nd Grade students have 
started to prepare for Reconciliation. They 
are learning what it means to be sorry and 
how to ask God and their friends for 
forgiveness. We ask that you keep us in 
your thoughts and prayers as we deepen 
our connection with God. 
In Reading both 1st and 2nd grade 
reviewed their knowledge of the Super 
Kids.  They enjoy watching the videos 
about each of their Super Kid friends and 
singing along. They have also started a 
grand adventure of spelling tests, and 
writing Get –to – Know – You letters. 
The 1st-grade students are moving right 
along in Math. We have reviewed both 
addition and subtraction of basic facts and 
will start learning to add and subtract facts 
up to 20 this week. 
Keep us in your prayers as we “Gear Up” 
for a faith-centered year of learning. 

 
Welcome to Kindergarten 

Mrs. Heather Engelhardt 
 

We Are Geared Up For Kindergarten! That 
is our theme this year and we using the 
bible verse, “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” says the Lord. Jeremiah 29:11. We’ve 
been talking about how Jesus is in our heart 
and he helps us make good choices 
everyday.  Also, if we don’t always listen to 
what he is saying, that Jesus always 
forgives us. 
In religion, we have been learning about 
God’s creation.  We celebrated Mary’s 
birthday with some cupcakes.  We also 

learned about St. Francis of Assisi. We have 
been practicing our prayers and learning 
more about Mass.  We especially like it 
when Father Kyle makes an appearance at 
recess and when he eats lunch with us! 
We have been learning about family and 
friends in social studies.  In reading, we are 
learning and practicing our letters and 
sounds.  In math, we are practicing writing 
our numbers and counting objects. In 
science, we are learning about trees: how 
they grow, what they need to live, and how 
they change throughout the seasons.  We 
also had Lily from Lake Meyer come in and 
talk to us about insects.  She even brought 
some along for us to look at and touch!  
We hope that you continue to keep us in 
your prayers as we continue through the 
school year. We continue to grow every day 
in our academics and faith.  Blessings to you 
and your family!  
 

Math Facts 
By Mrs. Jane Karels 

 
    Trinity sixth grade students have been 
working hard since the beginning of the 
year.  The first topic in their math book was 
algebra.  They have learned how to work 
with algebraic expressions - evaluating, 
simplifying, writing, and using them in 
formulas. The second topic dealt with the 
properties of operations and the use of these 
operations to solve equations.  As part of 
this chapter, students learned how to graph 
solutions to inequalities. Our third topic 
deals with rational numbers. 
    Fourth grade students started their math 
year with “big numbers”.  They learned 
how to read them, round them, and use 
them to estimate sums and differences.  The 
second topic dealt with adding and 
subtracting whole numbers, including how 
to subtract across zeros. Currently they are 
learning a variety of strategies to multiply 
one digit numbers. 
    Second grade students have learned 
strategies to add & subtract within 
twenty.  They will use some of the 
strategies learned in the first topic as they 
expand their knowledge base to learn to 
add within one hundred. 



	
 

 

Catholic Schools  
Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. 

Recital 6:20 
Christmas Program 

Wed., Dec. 13th at 7:00 PM 
held at Holy Trinity Church 

Make plans now to attend the 
 

Festival of Friends 
 

Saturday, November 18th 
Social Hour, Prime Rib Dinner, 

Raffle/Auction	

Reycling Earns TCS Money 
We collect old Ink Cartridges, 

BoxTops for Education, Milk Moola lids and 
bag tops, Prairie Farm lids, Cell Phones, & 

Huber’s Store receipts. 

DID YOU KNOW????  
Trinity does not charge extra 

tuition for out of parish 
students and non-Catholic 

students!  We want TCS to be 
affordable to all, because we 
recognize the importance of 

the work we do here! 	


