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From the Principal’s Desk… 
Mr. Jim Zajicek 

We all welcome Father Kyle 
Digmann as our new Cluster Pastor and 
School Pastoral Coordinator. In addition to 
saying the Mass and including them in his 
homily, the students were in awe at his 
soccer skills on the first day of school. He 
had moves that reminded me of soccer star 
Pele! 

Trinity Catholic School third 
graders are excited to welcome a new 
classmate. His name is Trae Keel. His mom 
and dad are Samantha Mikota and Ben Keel. 
We also welcome Mr. Christopher Sullivan 
as our physical education teacher and Mrs. 
Donna Mracek is our resource room aide. 
The remaining staff members include: Mrs. 
Heather Engelhardt – K – 1st; Mrs. Candi 
Riehle – Grade 2; Mrs. Heather Pecinovsky 
– Grades 3 – 4; Miss Emily Brincks – 
Grades 5 – 6; Mrs. Jane Karels – Music; and 
Mrs. April Singewald – Art. Mrs. Linda 
Luzum is the secretary and Mrs. Colleen 
Stika is the aide.  

The highlight of the school year so 
far has been a field trip to Dubuque that 
included a pilgrimage to St. Raphael’s 
Cathedral. Staff, students and parents 
entered the church through the Door of 
Mercy and then had the opportunity to tour 
the Cathedral. The most popular site was 
the moratorium where several bishops who 
have served the archdiocese are buried. In 
addition to the Cathedral the students 
visited the River Museum and rode the 
trolley car on Bluff Street.  

I shared with the Trinity Catholic 
School Board that in a few weeks the board, 
Trinity staff and parents will launch a new 
Three to Five Year Plan for Trinity. We 
did this five years ago and found it to be a 
success. Our goal is to come up with a 
financial plan and academic goals to keep 
the future of Trinity moving forward. We 
will keep you informed and will be asking 
for your generous financial support. 

Thanks again for all you do to keep 
the students on the cutting edge of learning 
as they prepare to be disciples carrying out 
the good news of the gospel and learning 
how to be productive citizens. 
 

Getting Up and Running! 
Mr. Chris Sullivan  

 
This year we have started off by 

working on soccer skills in grades 3-6. The 
students have worked on passing and 
dribbling and getting an understanding of 
the basic rules of soccer and how to 
properly play a game. The students in 
grades K-2 have been working on hand-eye 
coordination skills. We have been working 
on catching and throwing foxtails from 
various distances and doing a variety of 
games that work on these skills. Grades 3-6 
will be starting a capture the flag unit, 
while the students in grades K-2 will be 
doing activities with the parachute that 
work on teamwork and communication 
skills.  

Physical Education students in each 
grade will be working on building up their 
stamina throughout the school year and 
preparing themselves for the physical 
fitness testing at the end of the year. We 
will be doing various motor skills on a daily 
basis. Some of the activities the kids will be 
doing the year include: basketball skills, 
football skills, fitness stations, crazy 
kickball, capture the flag/kingpin, jump 
roping and many more activities that will 
increase the students heart rate.  

The main goal I want is for the 
students to understand the benefits of being 
physically active on a daily basis, 
demonstrating good teamwork and 
sportsmanship skills; all while doing a 
variety of fun activities that work on these 
aspects. I am looking forward to an exciting 
year with a bunch of great kids who are 
eager to learn.  
 



	
Greetings from the 3rd & 4th grade 

Mrs. Heather Pecinovsky 
 

Happy Fall to everyone!  We have 
had a great start this year in 3rd and 4th 
grade.  We continue to pray for this rain to 
stop and for everyone it has affected.   

We have been lucky enough to have 
had 2 great field trips this year already.  We 
were very excited to visit St. Raphael’s 
Cathedral in Dubuque for our schools 
pilgrimage during the Year of Mercy.  
Students were given a tour of the church 
and participated in the Prayer of Divine 
Mercy at 3:00 to commemorate Jesus’s 
death.  While in Dubuque we also visited 
the National River Museum and Fenelon 
Elevator.    

We also attended Rendezvous Days 
in Fort Atkinson.  Students learned about 
the history of the fort and were able to 
watch basket weavers, yarn making, and 
much more.  

In science we are studying 
magnetism and electricity.  We have 
conducted many fun experiments.  Students 
are learning about the scientific processes 
and how to make good observations as well.  
This year in Social Studies we are studying 
the United States.  We will learn about all 
the regions of the United States.  We are 
currently learning about the Southwest 
states of New Mexico, Texas, Arizona and 
Oklahoma.  We are also buffing up on our 
map skills.  

We have started our novel groups 
and are currently reading Mr. Poppers 
Penguins and Frindle.  We are having fun 
practicing our new reading strategies as we 
read together.  We will soon be heading 
down to read to the younger students, so 
we can practice reading voraciously!  

In Religion we are currently 
studying about Creation.  We have many 
fun activities planned to help us learn about 
God’s wonderful work!   Have a great fall! 
 

Notes From the Music Room 
Mrs. Jane Karels 

 
The school year is off to a wonderful 

start, and students have been busy in the 

music room.  Kindergarten and first grade 
students have been singing, playing musical 
games, playing instruments, learning music 
vocabulary, and moving to classical music. 

Second grade students have been 
performing on the xylophones and 
boomwhackers, reviewing rhythms, 
learning new vocabulary, and composing 
their own rhythms. 

Third and fourth grade students 
have learned Los Machetes, a Mexican dance.  
They have participated in numerous 
drumming activities.  They have started a 
Native American Unit by learning Native 
American songs and games. 

Fifth and sixth grade students 
started the school year by reviewing pitches 
in both bass and treble clefs.  They then 
used this knowledge to identify pitches in 
xylophone Mass music.  This is the music 
they are learning to accompany at Mass. 

Students will soon begin to work on 
Christmas music and the Christmas play.  
Please mark your calendar for Wednesday, 
December 14th, and plan to attend Trinity’s 
Christmas Program! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Catholic Schools 
Communities of Faith, 

Knowledge and Service.  

Make plans now to attend the 
 

Festival of Friends 
 

Saturday, November 19th 
Social Hour, Prime Rib Dinner, 

Raffle/Auction	



	
WE ARE SECOND GRADE  

 
Magnificent 

  O utstanding 
                         N ice 
                          S pecial 
                         T errific 

E nergetic 
   R esponsible 

     S TUDENTS 
 

 We have had a great start to our 
second grade year.  Solids and liquids have 
been the focus for our beginning unit in 
science.  The students have been 
investigating the properties of solids and 
liquids. They have been separating different 
solids with screens and looking at different 
particle sizes.  The students have even been 
finding solids and liquids at home. 
 Math time has been filled with 
addition and subtraction strategies.  The 
students have been working on using 
doubles, making a ten, counting on, or 
counting back to solve their math equations.  
Math tools that they use are:  number lines, 
cubes or counters, an addition table, or even 
the calendar.   
 With our new reading series, 
Superkids, our second grade Superkid 
friends have been helping us review long 
and short vowel sounds.  The students are 
writing different types of sentences and are 
now working on putting sentences together 
for a paragraph.  Along with our new series 
the students still enjoy their Daily 5 choices. 

Trinity is a great place to learn, 
work, and play.  I want to say thank you to 
all parents, grandparents, and community 
members for their support of our school.  
Have a great October!  
 Mrs. Riehle! 

 
 

 

Art Activities 
Mrs. April Singewald 

 
We have had a wonderful start to the 
school year in the art room with some fun 
and colorful projects! The 2nd and 3rd 
graders celebrated the book, "The Dot" by 
Peter Reynolds on international "Dot Day" 
by doing a large group painting in their 
table groups.  They started by painting 
with just black and used their creativity to 
make different kinds of circles. When the 
paint dried, we added colors in the circles. 
The paintings are very fun and colorful and 
will look great in the hall! 5th and 6th 
graders made their names' letters into 
different objects to start thinking creatively. 
Now they have started drawing a still life of 
art supplies and are learning to train their 
eyes to see like an artist with blind contour 
drawings.  There were some laughs at the 
results because they couldn't look down at 
their paper!  Soon they will complete a final 
drawing and add color with a variety of art 
mediums including paint and pastels. 
Kindergarten and 1st graders are learning 
about the color wheel and get to mix paint, 
paint pieces of paper, and use that paper to 
create a color wheel in the shape of a 
sunflower. 4th graders started out with a 
painting of fall leaves. We went outside to 
collect all different kinds of leaves and were 
amazed when we looked at them that there 
were so many different sizes, colors, and 
textures.  They always do a great job 
drawing the leaves and adding color with 
oil pastels and watercolor paints.   

 

Trinity Welcomes Everyone! 
 

You don’t have to be Catholic 
to attend TCS. 

 
You do not have to be a 

member of St. Luke, St. John, 
or Holy Trinity to attend TCS. 

 
All six Christ Our Hope Cluster 

parishes are represented at TCS! 

Recital 6:10 
Christmas Program 

Wed., Dec. 14th at 7:00 PM 
held at Holy Trinity Church 



	
Welcome to Our Hive 

~ Ms. Brincks ~ 
 
 Fall is here! As the leaves change 
color and the weather gets colder, the fifth 
and sixth grade students have been busy 
bees. Our theme this year is Welcome to 
Our Hive and The Bee-Attitudes.  
 In reading the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth grade students have been brushing up 
on their reading skills. We are currently 
reading three novels: The Lion the Witch 
and the Wardrobe, Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
and Frindle.  The students are working on 
summarizing, and using context clues to 
become stronger readers.  
 Our little bees are growing and 
because they are growing they need lots of 
sunlight. In Science the students are 
learning about the benefits of solar energy. 
So far the students have experimented with 
tracking shadows and temperatures in the 
sun and shade. They will continue 
experimenting by changing the color, 
shapes, and sizes of different objects and see 
how those variables change the suns energy.  
 In Math the 5th-grade students are 
jumping right into decimals. They just 
finished a lesson on what each decimal place 
value means and are moving into adding 
and subtracting decimals. The year will 
take us in many new and exciting directions 
please feel free to contact us with any 
questions that may arise.  
 As the fall season is upon us, the 
beauty of the trees and cooler weather 
reminds us that God is truly awesome in all 
his works. We hope you have a safe and 
happy harvest season 
 

Welcome to Kindergarten and First 
Grade! 

 
Mrs. Heather Engelhardt 

We are busy bees this year! Our school 
theme is The Beatitudes! We will be 
buzzing to learn more about them! We have 
incorporated the Beatitudes and a bee 
theme into our room.  We have been 
learning about My Healthy Plate and the 
five food groups.  It is fun to learn about 
eating a rainbow of foods!  In reading, we 

have been learning about the Superkids and 
how they help us with our sounds and 
reading. In math, we are practicing 
counting objects and learning to add and 
subtract.  We talk about God’s love daily 
and how we all have Jesus in our heart!  We 
have been practicing our prayers too!  Mrs. 
Stika is working with them on their 
computer skills and they love going to 
work with her!  We hope that you continue 
to keep us in your prayers as we 
continue  to grow throughout the school 
year,  in our academics and faith.  Blessings 
to you and your family! 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW????  
Trinity does not charge extra 

tuition for out of parish 
students and non-Catholic 

students!  We want TCS to be 
affordable to all, because we 
recognize the importance of 

the work we do here! 	

Reycling	Earns	TCS	Money	
We	collect	old	Ink	Cartridges,	

BoxTops	for	Education,	Milk	Moola	lids	
and	bag	tops,	Prairie	Farm	lids,	Cell	
Phones,	&	Huber’s	Store	receipts.	

	


